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DI_^CT_SIIJPMSJT_OF 

Shipment  of  Mexican  './eat  Coast  tomatoes  froa  the  Fuerte 
River  Valley  and  south  over  the  Southern  Pacific  Hailv/ay  of  Mexico 
to  Nogales  will  be  resmed  on  Jmrnaiy  7,  according'  to  a  rire  from 
American  Consul  Blrcker  at  liazatlan.     Direct  rail  shipments  have 
^oeen  halted  since  December  28  because  of  the  destraction  of  the 
railra-  bridge  north  of  Gan  .Bias,  T/hich  is  located  in  the  I^uerte 
Eiver  Valley,  but  some  tomatoes  rere  transferred  across  the  river 
at  that  station  to  a  point  --ove  the  rashed-out  bridije.     See  Foreign 
Serx'ice  release,  V~G,  dated  Deoomber  30,  1927. 

Shipments  south  on  the  Southern  I'acific  of  !':exicc  to  Gu^-d- 
alajara  and  thence  north  to  the  Texas  bnrder  have  been  indefinitely 
interrrmted  by  the  burning  of  t^o  railr^ay  bridges  neat  Tepic.  About 
41  cars  of  Mexican  tomatoes  sh,'it)ped  via  this  route  had  passed  th.-o:igh 
El  ]-'aso. 
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VEGETABLE  INDUSTRY  07  Iir.XIC..IJ  "/'JST  CO  AS?  IN  1926-27 

The  total  mc-eraent  of  Mexican  'Vest  Coast  perishables  to  the  border 
■Dort  of  Nogales,  Sonora,  Mexico,  from  November  1,  1926  to  J^une  30,  1927, 
amo-unted  to  6,289  carloads,  accordin^i  to  the  final  statistics  just  published 
by  the  Traffic  Department  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  of  Mexico,  states 
Vice  Consul  J.  \/insor  Ives  in  a  recent  re"oort  received  in  the  Bureau  of  i'^ri- 
cultural  Economics.     These  shipments  reTDresent  an  increase  of  42  ner  cent  over 
frontier  deliveries  during  the  1925-26  shinriing  season.     The  Fuerte  River 
Valley  in  the  State  of  Sinaloa  leads  as  the  principal  producing  area  with  a 
total  siiipraent  during  the  season  of  2,356  carloads,  6i  v/hich  2,000  consisted 
of  tomatoes. 

Nevf  -nroduction  area  in  Lower  California 

Tlie  ^0*^0*^^3016  producing  area  of  the  Mexican  Coast  heretofore  has  been 
confined  to  hne  l.h.-'-r^e  Spates  of  Sonora,  Sinaloa  and  Nayarit,  but  during  the 
past  .s':;ason  :in  area  of  aroroximately  5,000  acres  was  put  under  cultivation  in 
the  v1:.-i  Jose  del  Cabo  district  of  Lower  California.     Tliis  district  is  situated 
at  the  extrcms  lower  end  of  the  peninsula.     ApToroximately  5,247,000  po\inds  of 
tou:r4'.oo3  Were  r)Xoc'j-.ced  .uj.  this  now  area  during  the  1926-27  season,  of  which 
156,000  lugb,  or  ar>pvcx:yj;.i.8ly  4,815,000  pounds,  were  shi-oned  by  water  direct 
to  S'?n  Dioro ,  "i.o^  .A        f-r-s  and  Can  Francisco  while  around  VijCPO  "uf;G,  or  at)- 
proxjnately  432,000  pouiras,  v^ere  shipped  a:'ross  the  Gulf  ^o  the  Dort  of  Top- 
olob-^npo ,  Sinaloa,  from  rhonce  they  were  forwarded  by  rsU.  to  Eogales  for 
distr jbuticr.  .Ux  Ih.n  .-.neri^.an  market.     The  latter  shipments  are  included  in 
shipments  for  the  Slate  of  Sinaloa. 

The  following  table  shoT^s  the  movement  by  months  of  perishables  delivered 
at  the  border  port  cf  Nogaies,  Sonora,  Mexico,  during  the  192G-27  shl-o-jing 
season.     It  ^ill  be  seen  that  the  peal:  movement  occixrred  in  February,  Ship- 
ments which  usually  continue  until  the  latter  part  of  June  ended  nrematurcly 
last  season,  due  to  the  poor  quality  of  the  late  crop  and  to  the  price  decline 
In  the  American  market  resulting  from  the  iiiei'f icient  distribution  of  the  crop. 

P.ERISHA3LSS:    Monthly  deliveries  at  Ncgalos,  Sonora,  from  MiexicaJi  ^flfet 


Coast  in  1926-27 


Commodity 

: Nov ember 

;Decnnber  .Januarv 

;  Fobiuary 

March 

April 

!  I,Iay 

Totals 

•     Ca'f  s 

Cars 

Cnrs 

'  Cars 

'  Cars 

;  Gars 

:  Cars 

:  Cars 

Tomatoes  .  . . 

t 

6 

276 

433  , 

1,010 

1,233 

1,390 

283 

a/  4,635 

Cantaloupes. 

4 

39 

43 

57 

189 

541 

139  . 

2 

92 

:  1 

16 

76 

141  . 

88 

53 

17 

392 

Let  ti.ice  .... 

1 

1 

Mixed  ,  

G  ; 

20  : 

28  : 

17  . 

36  , 

19  : 

126 

All  others  \ 

/;     26  : 

15 

10  : 

10  : 

29  . 

30 

43  : 

163 

Tob,o,l  .  . . 

: .  33 

370 

728  ; 

1.730 

1,512 

1.515 

401  : 

6,289 

Source;    Trjilfic  De-nartmeat ,  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  of  Mexico, 
a/  Includes  18  ca-loads  i r  )m  Lower  California, 
b/  t Mostly  bananas. 
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Export  distribution  of  1926-27  crop 

The  records  of  the  Traffic  Department  of  the  qouthern  Pacific  Rail- 
road of  Mexico  shov;  that  of  the  6,289  cars  of  perishables  carried  over  its 
line  to  Nogales,  during  1926-27,  all  but  10  or  12  carloads  were  sent  to 
points  in  the  United  States  and  Canada.     These  10  or  12  carloads  had  to  be 
dumped  because  of  disease  developing  in  transit  to  the  border.     Of  the  total 
rail  shipments  during  the  season  4,840  carloads  v;ere  sent  to  the  Aiaerican 
market  and  1,437  carloads  to  Canada.     In  addition,  some  156,000  cases  of  toma- 
toes, or  aT)7)roximately  195  carloads,  v'ere  sent  by  water  from  Lower  California 
to  California  markets.     Of  these  ^ater  borne  shipments  San  Francisco  took  25 
cars,  Los  Angeles  75  cars  and  San  Diego  95  cars. 

The  wide  distribution  of  the  Mexican  V/est  Coast  perishables  is  indi- 
cated by  the  fact  that  during  the  1926-27  season  carlot  shipments  were  made 
from  Nogales  to  101  separate  markets  in  37  states  in  the  United  States  and 
to  13  Canadian  markets  stretching  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic  ocean.  Cali- 
fornia Was  the  largest  consumer  of  'Vest  Coast  perishables  during  1926-27  and 
was  followed  in  order  of  importance  by  New  York,  Illinois  and  Pennsylvania. 
These  four  states  alone  consumed  2,793  carloads  or  ar)r)roximately  58  per  cent 
of  the  total  number  of  carloads  shir)T)ed  into  the  United  States  through  Nogales* 
Ten  cities  in  the  United  States  consumed  a-p-Droximately  67  per  cent  of  the  en- 
tire rail  shipments  to  the  American  market  during  1926-27.     Six  of  these  cities 
are  east  of  the  Mississinpi  river.     New  York  alone  served  as  the  market  for  over 
15  per  cent  of  the  total.     Chicago  was  second  with  about  13  per  cent- 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  1926-27  crop  in  the 
United  States  by  markets: 


Principal  American  llarkets  for  Hexicari  West  Coast  r-erisnabies  in 


City 

Tomatoes 

•  Others 

J  Total 

Cars 

Cars 

:  Cars 

New  York   

259 

492 

5  751 

Chicago   

475  ! 

156 

631 

Los  Angeles  .... 

.  . . : 

448  ! 

141 

1  589 

Philadelphia  . . .  . 

136 

168 

r  304 

San  Franc  isco  . . . 

171 

73 

244 

Detroit   

173  J 

27 

200 

Boston   

115  ! 

46 

161 

Pittsburgh   

98  ! 

29 

127 

Kansas  City   

87  i 

37 

I  124 

Dallas   

90  ! 

11 

101 

All  others  

1.327 

281 

1.608 

Total   

3,379  : 

1,461 

4,840 

Source:     Traffic  De-oartnent  of  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  of  Mexico. 

a/  Does  not  include  the  equivalent  of  195  carloads  sent  into  California  markets 

by  water  from  Lov/er  California. 
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Distribution  of  West  Coast  Rail  Shipments  of  Perishables  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  Season  1926-27 


Destinat  ion 

• 

Tomat  oes 

Others 

;  Tetal 

« 

Gars 

:  Gars 

:  Cars 

United  States  J 

* 

711 

:  218 

a/  929 

New  York   

284 

:  501 

785 

487 

:  161 

648 

Pennsylvania  . 

2<i4 

:  197 

431 

m  

384 

:  43 

,  427 

162 

;  49 

I  <dll 

173 

5  27 

(  200 

Massachuset  ts 

115 

:          46  , 

Ibi 

ioy 

,  lift 

ol 

:         do  i 

10/ 

3/5 

!             XD  i 

iUo 

1  A 
ift 

■                    TfO  1 

yo 

O  ( 

!             3d  ! 

oft 

Of 

>  o  » 

>  a  1 

by 

Oft 

■7  • 

1                      f  1 

bl 

36 

5  ! 

41 

o2  , 

3  : 

35 

T  /I  1 

14  ! 

aO  J 

oft 

24        .  1 

df)i 

20  ; 

2  ; 

22 

21  1 

1  : 

22 

Other  states  . 

85  ; 

26  5 

108 

Total  UnitPd 

State s  . .  .  . 

•  • 

3 .379  ; 

1^461  : 

4 ,840 

Canada  J 

< 

114  : 

4  ! 

118 

104  : 

104 

22  i 

"  • 

• 

12  { 

«*  S 

12 

• 

14  ; 

—  J 

14 

1 

21 

1  : 

22 

T^tal  Canada 

* 

287  : 

5  : 

292 

Cars  dunmed  at  frontier 

12 

Cars  destined  to 

other  ■noints} 

not  sT)ecified 

Dut  mainly 

1.145 

Total  export 

5   

6,289 

Source:  Traffic 

Department 

cf 

Southern  Pacific  Hnilroad  of 

iiexico , 

a/  Dees  not  include  the  equivalent  of  195  carle  ads  brought  in  from  Lovrer 
California  by  water. 
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Perishables  from  UexiCBn  Mest  Coast  and  Lower  California  shiT)r)ed 
to  the  UnitPd  States  during  the  past  three  seasons 


Commodity 

19^4-135 

;  1925-26 

;  1926-27 

• 

Poiinds 

!  pounds 

Grin  imTi  p  T  c 

• 

«c;  pan  . 

156,798 

305,768 

io  c! ,  i4t  i  ! 

206,579        }  282,823 

4 

412,158  : 

1,042,914 

172,230 

Melonc;  —  all  k'inHc! 

» 

~  ^              ^  J.  X  ( 

6,397,018 

1,586,366 

687,016  ! 

827,484 

19,439 

« 

3,186,917  i 

8,979,126  ; 

12,951,185 

Peppers,  green  .... 

I 

•  • 

3,204,773  i 

4,027,082 

7,440,578 

1 

263,766  : 

55,400  : 

56,159,208  : 

62,231,195  ! 

b/  104,027,798 

« 

33,972 

21.987  : 

46.585 

Total   

1 

68,549,285  ; 

63,945,583  ; 

126,842,772 

Source:    Report  of  Vice  Consul  J.  T/insor  Ives,  liazatlan. 
a/  Banana  ex-oorts  excluded. 

b/  Includes  5,247,000  pounds  from  the  San  Jose  del  Cabo  district  of  Lov/er 
California. 


?^,il  Shipments  of  Vegetables  from  i'^exican  V/est  Coast  by  States  and 

River  Valleys,  1925-26  and  1926-27 
-   (Season  November  1  to  June  oO)  

Region 


State  of  Sonera  a/ 
Sonora  Valley  , . . 
Yaqui  Valley  .... 
Mayo  Valley  .  ,  ,  .  , 

State  of  Sinaloa 
Puerte  Valley  . . , 
Sinaloa  Valley  . , 
Mocorito  Valley  , 
Culiacan  Valley  , 
San  Lorenzo  Valley 

Elota  Valley   

Q,uelite  Valley  .  . 
Presidio  Valley  . 
Rosario  Valley  . , 
Acaponeta  Valley 

State  of  Na.vftrlt 
San  Pedro  Valley 
Total  1/  


Tomatoes 

Green 

Peas 

Others 

1925-26  : 

1926-27  : 

1925-25 

1926-27 

1925-26 

1926-2? 

Cars 

:  Cars 

:  Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

19 

1? 

7 

62 

:  48 

3 

J  369 

:  505 

!  290 

!  48 

189 

!  309 

!  41 

:  258 

5 

1,716 

2,010 

81 

7 

!  178 

t  339 

423  . 

1,185 

!        98  , 

?  89 

\  75 

1  29 

4 

103 

;  1 

278 

453 

67 

61 

!  34 

1  107 

173 

478 

!  3 

!  7 

19 

73 

4 

1 

9  ! 

29 

37 

12  ' 

40 

108  ! 

I  1 

16 

7  ! 

41 

45 

146  ; 

64 

26  ' 

73 

3,028  : 

4,636  ; 

656  ! 

928  i 

752 

725 

Source:    Report  of  Vice  Consul  J.  V/insor  Ives,  liazatlan. 

a.  /  Includes  for  the  1926-27  season  13  carloads  tomatoes  received  at  ToDolobarnpo 
from  LoT"er  California. 

b.  Does  not  include  '''ater  shipments  from  Lover  California  to  California. 
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FORSIGII  1IE\'S  Oil  VEG-ETASLES 


VECtET.U3LE  SHIPM.EIITS  FKO!i  THE  ISLE  OF  PIIJES 


The  pre-season  estimates  of  a  shipment  of  approximately  250,000 
crates  of  vegetables  to  the  United  States  from  the  Isle  of  Pines  during 
the  1927-23  season  will  have  to  "be  reduced  materially  because  of  the 
damage  wrought  by  high  vinds  and  insufficient  rains,  according  to  a  re- 
port received  in  the  Bureau  of  iigricultural  Economics  from  Vice  Consul 
Sheridan  Talbott  at  ITueva  Gerona. 

Ap-proximately  22,000  bo::es  of  vegetables  left  the  Isle  cf  Pines 
for  llew  York  during  the  quarter  ending  December,  1927,  the  bulk  of  the 
shipments  going  for^"^ard  in  December,    Peppers  and  eggplant  predominated, 
with  lesser  amounts  of  cucumbers,  tomatoes,  and  squash,     Tlie  returns  to 
local  growers  on  Dractically  all  of  these  shipments  have  been  unsatis-- 
factory,  either  leaving  an  inadequate  margin  of  profit,  or  a  bill  to  be 
liq^iidated  by  the  grower  for  freight  and  other  expenses.    However,  as  a 
result  of  the  colder  vreather  prevailing  at  tlie  end  of  December,  prices 
may  advance  somewhat. 

From  one  hundred  and  fiftj''  to  two  hundred  Japanese  are  engaged 
in  vegetable  production  in  the  Island  and  it  seems  that  they  are  the 
only  farmers  ca"nable  of  rbtaining  any  a-oureciable  profit  from  this 
business,  states  Vice  Crnsul  Talbott. 
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ITEW  ESTIMATES  OF  MEXIGAiI  VEGETABLE  SHIPMIISITS  EliOM  STATE  OF  SQIIORA 

The  raain  crop  damage  suffered  in  the  State  of  Sonora  by  the  December 
floods  v'as  exnerienced  in  thfe  Mayo  Hiver  Valley,  according  to  a  reT7ort  re- 
ceived in  the  Bureau  of  Agric\ilt\iral  Economics  from  Consul  Herbert  S.  Burs- 
ley  at  Guajnmas.     The  crops  in  the  Yaqui  and  Sonora  River  Valleys  were  prac- 
tically unharmed.     The  1927-28  acrea<?!;e  in  the  Mayo  Hiver  Valley  was  12,640 
acres,  rer)resent ing  an  increase  of  9,340  acres  over  the  1^26-27  area.  The 
increase  vras  "nrincipally  in  green  neas.     It  was  estimated  that  a  total  of 
1,683  carloads  of  vegetables,  mostly  green  -neas,  v/ould  be  available  for  ex- 
port from  that  river  valley  during  1927-28.     "Due  to  the  damage  wrought  by 
the  December  floods,  however,  it  is  now  estimated  that  shi-nments  from  the 
Mayo  River  Valley  will  amount  to  only  about  805  carloads.     The  Mayo  and  the 
Yaqui  River  Valleys  in  the  past  two  years  have  become  the  most  ip.-Dortant 
green  T)ea -nroducing  areas  on  the  Mexican  IVest  Coast. 

Vegetable  shi-nments  from  the  State  of  Sonora,  1925-26  to  1927-28 


River  Valley  and  -orodxrct 

1925-26  a/ 

1926-27  a/ 

:     1927-28  b/ 

Cars 

Gars 

Cars 

Sonora  River  Valley: 

Tomatoes   

19 

17 

:  37 

Green  peas   

7 

Others   

62 

48 

38 

Total   

81 

72 

75 

Yaaui  River  Valley : 

Tomatoes   

3 

20 

Green  peas   

369 

505 

750 

Others  

2ro 

48 

110 

Total   " 

553 

:  830 

Mayo  River  Valleys 

Tomatoes   

139 

309 

390 

Green  peas   

41 

258 

340 

Others   _ 

5 

75 

Total   ' 

:  235 

567 

805 

Total  ■^'or  State  of  Sonora  .., 

978 

1,192 

1,760 

Total  fcr  rie:cican  West  Coast 

4,436 

6,289 

2./ 

Roperted  by  Vice  Consul  J.  ^'/inscr  Ives  at  Iiazatlan.  b/  Estimates  re-oorted 
oy  Con-ul  Harbert  S.  Burs lev.    c/  Not  available. 


San  Jose  Del  Cabo 


As  a  result  of  new  plantings  since  the  floods  in  the  San  Josf^  del 
Cabo  district  of  Lower  California,  it  is  now  estimated  that  there  will  be 
about  1*^0,000  boxes  (28  rounds  each)  of  tomatoes  for  exnort  from  that  region 
as  coronared  with  170,000  boxes  last  year. 

 0-^  
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NEV/  ESTIMATES  OF  VEGET.^LE  SHIPtiSNTS  FROM  IIEXICim  i/EST  COAST  " 

Complete  re-Dorts  nov  nvailable  froiiigrowin^-^  sections  in  the  three 
Mexican  West  Coast  States  of  Sonora^  Sinaloa  and  Nayarit  indicate  that  to- 
mato exports  for  the  1927-28  season  rill  not  exceed  1,920  carloads,  repre- 
senting: a  loss  of  ap-nroximately  65  per  cent  from  the  5,574  carloads  esti- 
mated aS  the  volume  of  the   sxport  movement  early  in  the  season,  according 
to  a  report  ,iust  received  in  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Vice 
Consul  J.  T/insor  Ives  at  Mazatl  an,  Sinaloa,     Exports  of  green  peas  are  not 
exoected  to  exceed  700  carloads, representing  a  loss  of  about  60  Der  cent 
from  the  1,789  carloads  originally  estimated.    Exports  of  all  Other  perish- 
ables for  the  s  eason  are  placed  at  380  cars,  or  about  62  per  cent  less  than 
at  first  anticipated. 

If  the  above  estimate  ■proves  to  be  accurate,  and  there  is  every  in- 
dication that  it  vrill,  unless  a  very  marked  improvement  in  'veather  condi- 
tions prevails  during  the  rest  of  the  season  and  the  st>read  of  fungus  dis- 
eases and  insect  pests  is  checked,  the  perishable  exports  from  the  three 
Mexican  '7est  Coast  States  during  1927-28  will  amount  to  only  about  3,000 
carloads,  representing  a  decre;\se  of  slightly  over  51  per  cent  from  the 
1986-27  shipments,  tomatoes  showing  a  decline  of  59  per  cent,  green  peas 
25  per  cent,  and  a,ll  others  35  per  cent.    Vice  Consul  Ives  expresses  the 
opinion  that  even  with  the  best  of  conditions  prevailing  during  the  rest 
of  the  s  er'son  the  perishable  exports  f ron  the  ^"'est  Coast  could  not  exceed 
4,000  carloads. 

Cloudy,  foggy  nnd  cool  i/eather,  highly  tmfavorable  to  the  maturing 
crop,  has  prevailed  almost  continuously  since  the  he-^vy  rains  in  December. 
The  resulting  increase  in  the  spread  of  diseases  in  the  important  tomato 
producing  sections  of  Sinaloa  and  the  un^rf^cedent ed  percentage  of  "bofos" 
(puffy  fruit)  in  plantings  nov  reaching  maturity,  make  it  seem  -unlikely 
that  shiprients  ^"ill  materially  exceed  the  estimated  3,000  carloads.  Tlie 
poor  quality  of  the  fruit  at  present  entering  into  the  export  movement  has 
greatly  depressed  the  industry,  12  carloads  of  tomatoes  having  alreidy  been 
dumped  -t  the  border  port  of  lTog;:les,  Arizona,  due  to  the  refusal  of  buyers' 
represent  at  i-'^es  to  pccept  them  for  shipment  to  consuming  markets  in  the 
United  States.    This  sit\iation  has  naturally  created  an  attitude  of  sus- 
picion toward  all  Mexican  tomatoes. 


Plant  diseases  main  cause  of  loss 


Tlie  marked  reduction  in  the  exports  of  MxexiCc-m  'i/est  Coast  perish- 
ables this  season  is  the  result  of  the  unseasonable  and  henvy  rainstorms 
extending  down  the  entire  ".'est  Coast  during  the  last  two  ^  eelcs  of  December. 
The  most  serious  damage  caused  by  the  rains  v/as  that  of  stimulating;  the 
spread  of  "nailhead"  ;ind  "leaf  mould"  disease,  ;  nd  creating  atmospheric  con- 
ditions favorable  to  r^nd  responsible  for  the  actupsl  excessive  forra^ion  of 
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'•bofo"   (puffy  type)  fruit.     Crippled  transportation  facilities  occasioned 
"by  the  destruction  of  the  railway  bridge  across  the  Faerte  River  at  San 
Bias,  Sinaloa,  were  responsible  for  the  loss  through  spoiling  of  only 
about  21  carloads  of  tomatoes  and  other  vegetables  between  December  13, 
the  date  of  the  washout,  and  January  15,  when  through  freight  sen^ice  was 
once  more  reestablished. 

Although  it  is  time  that  over  6,000  acres  of  tomatoes  were  flooded 
in  the  Fuerte  River  Valley,  the  ultimate  loss  would  have  been  small,  states 
Vice  Consul  Ives,  since  practically  all  of  the  inundated  plantings  with  the 
exception  of  a  fevr  acres  which  were  completely  washed  out,  survived  the  high 
water  and  bore  fruit.    Past  experience  shov/s,  however,  that  abnormal  moisture 
tends  to  aggravate  the  spread  of  "nailhead"  and  other  fungus  diseases  as  well 
as  to  create  suitable  conditions  for  the  incubation  of  insect  pests. 

Situation  in  river  valleys  of  Sinaloa 

Production  areas  in  the  Piierte  River  Valley  in  northern  Sinaloa  have 
become  hopelessly  infected  with  "nailhead"  and  lesser  losses  are  reported 
from  "water  rot"  and  heavy  culling  due  to  "bofos".     Several  grovrers  in  the 
Sinaloa  and  Culiacan  River  Valleys  have  been  forced  to  abandon  picking  en- 
tirely in  tomato  fields  due  to  the  excessive  prevalence  of  "nailhead",  "bofos", 
and  the  general  poor  quality  of  the  crop,    './hile  very  little  "naiBiead"  has 
appeared  in  the  Elota,  Presidio  and  Rosario  River  Valleys  in  southern  Sina- 
loa, "bofos"  in  these  sections  are  numerous  and  large  areas  have  been  de- 
stroyed ave-r  night  by  "leaf  mould",  despite  desperate  attempts  to  control 
its  spread  through  the  use  of  bordeaux  mixture. 

Losses  in  other  -perishable  acreage 

Aside  from  being  directly  resr)onsible  for  the  floods  and  the  spread 
of  disease,  the  December  rains  dealt  a  severe  blow  to  green  "oea  growers  in 
the  Yaqui  and  Mayo  River  Valleys  in  Sonora,  due  to  their  inability  to  work 
in  wet  fields.    The  consequent  delayed  field  OT)erations  resulted  in  a  con- 
siderable percenta^^e  of  the  peas  hardening  before  being  reached  by  the 
pickers.    As  a  result,  Vice  Consul  Ives  estimates  that  a  reduction  of  au-nrox- 
imately  60  per  cent  is  necessary  in  the  original  figures  covering  anticipated 
exports  of  green  peas. 

Due  to  the  -nrolonged  period  of  cloudiness  which  follov/ed  the  December 
rains,  "mildew"  destroyed  a  large  percentage  of  the  cantalou-ne  and  honey-dew 
melon  crop  in  the  Yaqui  River  Valley  in  Sonora,  as  well  as  in  the  Sinaloa, 
Mocorito  and  Culiacan  River  Valleys  in  Sinaloa.  .The  losses  in  the  cantaloupe, 
honey-dew  melon,  pepper  and  other  perishable  crops  (oranges  an.  lemons  ex- 
cluded), due  principally  to  insect  pests,  nilde^',  field  rotting  and  other 
causes,  will  run  as  high  as  62  per  cent  for  the  season. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  ne?'  estimates  of  the  Mexican  West 
Coast  vegetable  shipments  for  1927-28  compared  with  actual  shipmetits  dur- 
ing 1926-27,  and  shows  the  percentage  of  decline. 


New  Estimates  of  1927-28  Mexican  V/est  Coast  Vegetable  Shipments 


f 

J    ^          !  Shiipments 
Product          :  1926-27 

Hew  estimates 
1927-28 

Per  cent  of 
decrease 

J  Cars 
I 

1  Cars 

t  1,920 

700 

380  b/ 

I            Per  cent 

s  59 
25 
35 

3,000 

51 

a/  Does  not  include  shipments  of  121  carloads  of  bananas  and  24  carloads  of 
oranges. 

b/  Does  not  include  oranges  and  bananas. 

mil  TED  STAT3S  DEPARTLiJlIT  0?  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
V/ashiugton 
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FOlffilGlT  IIE^./S  ON  VEGETjVBLES 
AMERICAN  MAKICET  RECEIVES  TOMATOES  FROM  EASTERN  MEXICO 


Shipments  of  fresh  tomatoes  are  now  being  made  to  the  United  States 
markets  from  points  in  the  soaithern  part  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipas  in 
eastern  Mexico,  entering  the  American  market  through  the  border  -nort  of 
Laredo,  Texas,  according  to  a  report  received  in  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics  from  Vice  Consul  Edward  S.  Maney  at  Tamnico.    Nearly  5,000  lugs 
(30  pounds  each)  of  fresh  tomatoes  were  shiuued  to  the  United  States  from 
December  8,  1927  to  February  1,  1928.     It  is  roughly  estimated  that,  if  the 
favorable  price  now  prevailing  in  the  United  States  remains  firm,  approxi- 
mately 35,000  lugs  will  be  ex-oorted  to  that  market  during  the  course  of  the 
current  harvest,  which  comprises  the  months  of  December,  January  and  Feb- 
ruary. 

"Ihe  leading  points  of  shipment  from  this  district  are  Manuel,  Xico- 
tencatl,  and  "Forlon,  which  lie  to  the  northwest  of  Tampico.     All  of  these 
exports  of  tomatoes  are  shi-nned  to  the  United  States  by  rail,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  refrigerated  storage  on  steamships  serving  the  port  • 
of  Tamoico  is  available  for  transportation  to  New  York.    This  situation  is 
no  doubt  influenced  by  the  saving  in  time  effected  by  rail  shipments. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  about  1,500  acres  planted  to  tomatoes 
in  that  particular  prodticing  area,  states  Vice  Consul  Manoy.     Of  this  araount, 
approximately  500  acres  are  grov/n  for  exportation  to  the  United  States.  The 
remainder  consists  of  small  farms  "which  rely  on  the  local  markets  for  the 
sale  of  their  crops.     The  acreage  planted  to  winter  tomatoes  for  exportation 
to  the  Uni^ed  States  is  wholly  the  result  of  foreign  enterprises,  chiefly 
Ame  rican. 

Local  market  for  tomatoes 

Fresh  tomatoes  aj'e  now  being  sold  in  the  Tampico  wholesale  roarket 
around  1  -nnso  (50  cents  United  States  currency)  per  lug  of  oO  pounds.  This 
market  is  supplied  by  small  farms  situated  along  the  rivers  Panuco  and 
Tamesi  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Tampico,    The  growing  of  tomatoes  on 
these  small  farms  is  an  all-year  industry.    The  local  market  receives  con- 
signments of  fresh  tomatoes  every  month  of  the  year.    The  larger  growers  of 
tomatoes  do  not  depend  on  the  home  market  for  the  sale  of  their  crops.  The 
price  is  usually  too  low  for  profitable  returns  -'^nd,  in  addition,  the  local 
demand  is  limited.     Therefore,  the  raising  of  tomatoes  on  a  large  scale  in 
the  Tajm:iico  district  is  entirely  vrith  the  view  to  exporting  tnem  to  the 
United  States. 
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UlIITJir)  STAT^']S  T:iSP;JiTi -3:1^  OF  AaillCltLTUpJ; 
Bureau  rtf  /i^ricultural  Economics 
^7ashington 


FORSIG-II  OH  VEGETABLES 


\b  «  A  T^, 
AGSI«iiLTURALECe?;«M'^l' 


MOVEMaiT  OF  M3XICAII  WEST  COAST  VEGETABLES  IIJTO  THE  TJIJIT^  STATES.. ^of^v^^^; ■  • 

The  total  shipment  of  l!exican  'Vest  Coast  vegetables  into  the  United 
States  through  the  border  port  of  Nogales,  Sonora,  Mexico,   from  the  beginning 
of  the  season  in  Moveraber,  1927  to  January  31,  1928,  araounted  to  1,084  car- 
loads as  against  942  carloads  during  the  corres"nonding  neriod  last  year,  ac- 
cording to  statistics  received  in  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from 
Consul  Henry  C.  A.  Damm  at  Nogales. 

Tlie  variety  of  vegetables  moving  from  the  Mexican  West  Coast  so  far 
this  year  has  been  greater  than  in  previous  seasons.     In  addition  to  the 
usual  solid  carload  movenent  of  tonatoes,  green  peas  and  pepne rs,  a  consider- 
able number  of  carloads  of  mixed  vegetables  are  being  shipped,  containing  the 
above  items,  as  nell  as  eggpl.ant,  cucumbers,  squash  and  okra.     The  latter  are 
being  shipued  largely  for  experimental  purposes  to  determine  their  marketing 
possibilities. 


Carlot  Movement  of  Vege 
 First  Thre 


tables  into  the  United  States  from  Mexican  Vfest  Coast, 
Months  of  1926-27  and  1927-28  Seasons  a/ 


Commodity 

11  ov  ember 

December 

!  January 

1926 

:  1927 

.  1926 

1927 

1927 

■  1928 

Cars 

!  Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

•  Cars 

:  Cars 

6 

!  32 

251  ' 

247 

592 

390 

1 

46 

61 

161 

224 

1 

17  : 

6  ; 

67 

53 

Mixed  vegetables  ....  : 

1  • 

9 

61 

Total    J 

7  : 

33  ; 

315  ! 

3?^  • 

620 

728 

Source:     Consul  Henry  C.  A.  Damra,  Ilogales,  Sonora,  liexico. 

a/  Does  not  include  vegetables  moving  through  the  United  States  to  Canada. 

Movement  of  Mexican  V/est  Coast  Vegetables  into  the  United  States, 
First  Three  Months  of  1927-28  Season  a/ 


Couiriodity 

lTo^Tmber 

December 

•  January 

:  Pounds 

:  Pounas 

:  PoTinds 

699 , 694 

5,574,346 

:  9,461,509 

13 , 923 

968,318 

:        3 , 556 , 908 

5,300  : 

165,408 

1,227,945 

10,724 

114,580 

3,108 

12 , 182 

3,410 

558 

Okra  

340 

260 

718,917  : 

6,721,954  : 

14,377  ,692 

Source:     Consul  Henry  C.  A.  Dax-im,  Uogales 

,  Sonora,  Mexico. 

a/  Does  not  include  vegetables  moving  thro^igh  the  United  States  to  Canada. 
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MOVmiEIIT  OF  KEXICi^I  T/EST  COaST  VEGjIC.uBLES  IIITO  H'Ay.  UUITED  ST'^g^Sg^^^' 


The  total  shi-nnent  of  Mexican  V^est  Coast  ve-^etalDles  into  the  United 
States  thrxigh  the  border  nort  of  ilogales,  Sonora,  Mexico,  from  the  "begin- 
ning of  the  season  in  ilovenber,  1927,  to  Febru-ary  29,  1928,  arao-unted  to 
2,099  corloads  as  n,;ainst  2,296  carloads  during  the  c orresnonding  -neriod 
last  season,  according  t)  statistics  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the 
Bureau  of  .^Ticnltural  Economics  from  Consiil  Kenry  C.  A.  Damm  at  ITogales. 

The  decline  in  shi-oiients  to  the  ^nerican  market  thus  far  this  year 
is  accounted  for  entirely  by  the  great  reduction  in  shipuents  of  toraatoes, 
which  during  the  first  four  iionths  of  the  current  season  have  amounted  to 
only  960  cr-.rloads  as  against  1,459  carloads  during  the  corresponding  yier- 
iod  last  seas)n,  a  decline  of  about  35  ner  cent.     This  decline  has  been 
offset  to  a  large  extent,  honever,  by  increased  shipiaents  of  mixed  vegetables, 
containing  in  addition  to  tomatoes,  green  peas  ;ind  neppers  siicli  items  as  egg 
T:>lant ,  green  beans,  cucimbers,  squash  imd  okra.     A  total  of  126  carloads  of 
mixed  vegetables  ha""'e  been  shinned  thus  far  this  season  as  against  only  1 
carload  during  the  corresponding  neriod  last  year.     Shipments  of  green  neas 
thus  far  this  season  shon  p.n  increase  of  61  carloads   wer  those  for  the  cor- 
responding neri  )d  last  year,  trhile  green  nenners  are  116  carloads  larger. 

NotTTithstanding  the  reduction  in  total  shipments  thus  f!\r  this  season, 
the  general  feeling  among  shippers  appears  to  be  ontimistic  concerning  the 
season's  venture,  states  Consul  Damm.    Prices  are  better  than  they  have  been 
for  several  years.     G-ood  prices  have  been  realized  for  tomatoes,  the  top 
■^rice  so  far  having  been  $4.00  a  lug.    The  shippers  are  said  to  have  re- 
ceived o4,00  to  yi4.00  a  crate  for  peas  and  S3. 50  to  $6.00  a  crate  for  peppers. 

The  Mexican  ^'est  C^^ast  vegetable  grorring  industry  this  year  has  adonted 
more  businesslike  methods  in  gr^jving  and  shipping  its  products,  states  Consul 
Damm,  and  organizations  have  been  effected  vhich  have  f  )r  their  aim  better 
products,  better  packing  and  shipping,  and  better  distribution. 

Pests  and  diseases  thus  far  have  not  caused  as  much  damage  as  in  the 
years  immediately  preceding.     Grnr^ers  have  sprayed  and  diisted  their  fields 
more  extensively  than  in  the  Past.     Clear  veather  has  prevailed  on  the  '.Test 
Coast  fir  some  time,  and  in  conseauence  "nail  head"  blight  and  "Phomo  rot" 
have  done  comparatively  little  dar,iage. 


V~14 


-  2  - 


The  ton?\t'-)r>s  nou  coning  throujdi  ITo^-n.les  are  of  c'/ood  qualitv  and  as 
a  result  very  little  culling:  and  diiriipin-^  needs  to  'je  done.    Earlier  in  the 
year  a  nun"ber  of  carloads  vrere  diir.ined  en  route  to  or  on  the  "border,  "Imt  75 
per  cent  of  these  losses  ^'ere  caiised  "by  delays  due  to  the  interruption  of 
railway  transportation  facilities  "l^etween  llavojoa  and  llo^^ales. 

Carlot  Ilovenent  of  Mexican  7est  Coast  Ve.^^eta'oles  into  the  United  States, 
First  Four  Months  of  1926-27  and  1927-28  Seasons  -a/ 


Season 

[  Ijovenber 

■  Decen'ber 

January 

\  February.' 

;  Total 

and  cornnoditv 

:  Cars 

:  Cars 

;  Cars 

•  Cars 

:  Cars 

1926-27  - 

Tomatoes   

:  6 

251 

:  392 

810 

:  1.459 

Green  peas   

46 

:  151 

515 

:  722 

G-reen  peppers  .  . 

:  1 

17 

67 

29 

;  114 

Mijced  ve/^e tables 

1 

:  1 

Total   

7 

315 

:  620 

1,354 

■  2,296 

1927-28  - 

32 

2^7 

390  : 

291  : 

960 

1  : 

61 

224 

497  : 

783 

Green  peppers  . .  : 

6  ; 

53  : 

171  : 

230 

Mixed  vegetables  : 

9 

61 

56 

126 

Total  

oo  : 

323 

728  : 

1,015  : 

2,099 

Source:     Consul  Henry  C.  a.  Daiin,  IToi^ales,  Sonora. 

a/  I):->es  not  include  vOf^etables  novin?^  throu-^h  the  United  States  to  Giaiada. 

Movement  of  Me::ican  ''est  C  ^ast  Vetretables  into  the  United  States, 
First  Four  Months  of 'l927-28  Season  a/ 


Cormodity 

\  llovenber 

\  December 

J  anuary 

\  February 

:  Pounds 

:  pounds 

Poiinds 

l^ounds 

:  699,694 
13,923 
:  5,300 

:  5,574,346 
968,318 
:  165,403 
:  10,724 

:            3 . 108  : 

:  9,461.509 
:  3,556,908 
•  1,227,945 
:  114,580 
3,410 
13,340 

7,333,069 
7, '-±02, 483 
3,863,107 
129,863 
8.336 
"         •  .540 

:  718,917 

:     6,721,964  : 

14,377,692  ; 

18,737,403 

Sonrce  :     Consxil  Henr; 

/  C.  A.  Darxi,  I 

locales,  Sonora. 

a/  Does  not  include  ve^^etables  moving  thro-agh  the  United  States  to  Canada. 
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UcJ^  ^alt^QP^I^^^  ^^^'S       VEGETABLES  jf  ^    bureau  9f 

IN]  ^     ^  £  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOM)a<; 

vivwH  %      .   r  ^ 

tiARKES  IllPROVEIvIENT  III  VEGSgABLE  INDUSTRY  ON  THE  tEXlCAlI  '^TS^-^^Q^^SF^ 

The  unexpected  recovery  of  the  Mexican  ^est  Coast  vegetalsle  croTJS 
from  the  effects  of  adverse  v-eather  conditions  and  diseases,  together  rith 
the  satisfactory  condition  of  the  present  crop  and  a  forecasted  heavy  late 
crop  from  replanted  areas,  makes  necessary  a  marked  upward  revision  of  the 
Fdiiruary  estimates  (see  Foreign  Service  release,  V-11,  dated  February  11, 
1928),  according  to  a  report  received  by  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau 
of  Agricultural  Economics  frora  Vice  Consul  J.  '/insor  Ives  at  llazatlan, 
Sinaloa.     If  present  satisfactory  market  conditions  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada  continue  until  the  end  of  Hay,  there  is  a  possibility  that  the 
season's  shipments  will  reach  au^^roximately  6,000  carloads  of  perishables 
of  all  kinds.    'Jith  replanted  areas  of  unknown  extent  coming  into  bearing 
d\i.ring  April  and  I'lay,  and  with  future  market  conditions  uncertain,  however, 
a  considerable  variation  above  or  below  this  estimate  is  possible. 

Improved  weather  conditions  increase  production 

.  ^        During  the  early  part  of  February  the  cool, cloudy  and  foggy  weather 
which  had  prevailed  alm.ost  continuously  since  the  rains  in  December  com- 
pletely disappeared  resulting  in  a  marked  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
the  tomato  crop,  which,  due  to  excessive  moisture  and  disease,  had  in  many 
sections  failed  to  yield  a  type  of  fruit  suitable  for  the  export  trade.  By 
the  close  of  February  all  of  the  more  important  growing  sections  on  the 
Coast  were  comparatively  free  from  "nail  head"  and  other  fungus  diseases. 
The  bulk  of  the  tomato  crop  now  maturing,  although  small  and  classed  as 
"gems",  is  superior  in  quality  to  any  shipped  since  the  beginning  of  the 
season  in  llovember,  being  more  solid  and  of  a  better  table  class  due  to 
uniformity  of  shape  and  general  freedom  from  blemishes. 

Heavy  late  crop  expected  ' 

Due  to  the  fact  that  m.any  growers  replanted  areas  either  destroyed 
by  floods  or  hopelessly  infected  with  disease  during  December,  January,  and, 
in  some  cases,  February,  there  is  every  indication  of  a  heavy  late  crop  in 
Sinaloa  maturing  in  April  and  May.     If  this  crop  is  shipped  it  will  increase 
considerably  the  season's  total  carload  exnorts.     Since  no  figures  are  avail- 
able covering  the  extent  of  the  replant ings,  it  can  be  readily  seen  that  the 
comoilation  of  an  accurate  estimate  would  be  a  difficult  task.     The  Mazatlan 
Consulate  is  of  the  opinion,  however,  that,  provided  present  favorable  market 
conditions  prevail  until  the  close  of  the  season,  yields  from  those  new  areas 
will  constitute  In  the  neighborhood  of  30  per  cent  of  the  season's  total 
vegetable  exnorts. 
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Market  conditions  highly  satisfactory 

There  has  been  an  exceptionally  strong  denand  for  the  Mexican 
tomatoes  in  "both  the  United  States  and  Canada  and  prices  have  reached  a 
level  "unparalleled  in  the  past  six  years,  states  Vice  Consul  Ives-  The 
peak  price  received  for  West  Coast  tomatoes  thus  far  during  the  current 
season  was  ^^5,40  in  United  States  c\rrrency  per  30  po\ind  lug  in  Chicago, 
while  "firsts"   (large)  have  been  selling  on  an  average  of  from  ^2.50  to 
$4.00  per  box  in  both  United  States  and  Canada.    As  far  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained, the  bulk  of  the  perishables  thus  far  entering  the  United  States 
has    moved  to  mid^estem  and  eastern  destinations,  Chicago  leading  as  the 
largest  individual  consuming  city.     Due  to  poor  classification,  grading 
and  packing,  the  Lover  California  (San  Jose  del  Cabo  district)  tomatoes 
have  not  commanded  such  high  prices  as  those  from  the  '.Vest  Coast.  The 
cheaper  water  freight  rates  prevailing  between  the  point  of  shipment  and 
California  ports,  however,  more  than  offset  the  difference  in  price  as 
far  as  the  growers'  profit  is  concerned. 

Latest  production  estimate 

The  following  table  shows  the  now  estimated  probable  total  export 
production  of  tomatoes,  peas  and  other  perishable  I'egetables  from  the 
several  valley  grov^ing  sections  in  the  three  states  of  Sonora,  Sinaloa 
and  Nayarit  for  the  1927-20  season.     It  should  be  understood  that  these 
figures  include  anticipated  yields  from  replanted  areas. 

New  Estimate  of  1927-28  Mexican  'west  Coast  Sxnort  Vegetable  Production 


State  and  River  Valley 

Tomatoes 

Peas 

Others 

Total 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

Cars 

State  of  Sonora; 

Sonora  Valley   

7 

10 

13 

:  30 

Yaqui  Valley  

15 

708 

72 

:  875 

Mayo  Vptlley  

400 

600 

166 

:  1,166 

State  of  Sinaloa: 

Puerte  Valley  

'  1,000 

325 

1,325 

Sinaloa  Valley   

010 

135 

93 

■  1.033 

Mocorita  Valley   

80 

7 

87 

Culiacan  Valley   

580 

68 

155 

803 

San  Lorenzo  Valley   

227 

227 

Sleta  Valley  '  

80 

10 

90 

Presidio  Valley   

25 

25 

Rosario  Valley   

110 

14 

124 

State  of  Uayarit : 

Acaponeta  Valley  

•  ) 

) 

•  ) 

San  Pedro  Valley   

)  75 

)  22 

)  97 

Santiago  Valley   

) 

^ 

) 

Tovi.l   " 

3,/.09 

5,887 

Sci^rco  :     Est        ec  '.<'-'rr:pil&d  by  Saathern  Pac.-.;- ij  K  i 


51  Me.cico. 
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The  follovring  table  gives  a  comparison  in  carloads  of  the  movement 
of  Mexican  West  Coast  vegetables  from  the  beginning  of  the  1926-27  and 
the  1927-28  seasons  up  to  and  including  March  17. 

Shipments  of  Kiexican  V^est  Coast  Vegetables  from  beginning  of  season 

to  March  17,  192b-.27  and  1927-28 


Product 


Season  1926-27 


Season  1927-28 


Tomatoes  , 

Green  peas  

Other  vegetables 
Total  , 


Cars 


2,376 

906 

332 


3,614 


Gars 

1,439 
1,050 

400 


2.889 


Source:     Southern  Pacific  Railroad  of  Mexico. 


Shipments  of  culls 


Up  to  March  29  a  total  of  11  carloads  of  tomato  culls  have  been 
shipped  from  the  Fuerte  river  valley  (Sinaloa)  to  Los  Angeles,  California, 
marking  the  first  tine  since  the  inccDtion  of  the  perishable  industry  on 
the  Mexican  'iest  Coast  that  groi^ers  have  been  able  to  dispose  of  carload 
lots  of  the  large  quantity  of  fruit  unsuitable  for  export  at  a  profit. 
Buyers  representing  California  tomato  -nackers  and  catsup  makers  have  been 
paying  from  45  to  65  centavos  Mexican  currency  (U.S.  5-22  to  9-32)  per 
box  for  culls  delivered  at  shipping  points  and  although  the  grower's 
margin  of  profit  is  snail  considering  the  cost  of  the  lug,  labor  and 
cartage,  the  sale  of  culls  assists  materially  in  defraying  grading  and 
packing  costs.    'iHaether  this  phase  of  the  indxistry  will  eventually  prove 
commercially  practicable  is  at  present  unknown. 

Exports  from  Lo'Ter  C?jlifornia 

Exports  of  tomatoes  from  the  San  Jose  del  Cabo  District  of  Lower 
California  from  the  beginning  of  the  season  up  to  March  4  were  25,000 
lugs  (30  pounds  per  lug).     Of  this  anoimt ,  it  is  estimated  that  75  per 
cent  moved  by  '^'ater  direct  and  the  remainder  via  Topolobamno,  Sinaloa, 
and  thence  by  rail  to  the  frontier  port  of  Nogales,  Arizona,  for  distri- 
bution to  consumption  points  in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Reports 
from  this  district  indicate  satisfactory  crop  conditions  and  a  probable 
yield  for  the  entire  season  of  approximately  125,000  lugs  (abo^xt  156 
carloads).     Due  to  the  fact  that  the  bulk  of  the  crop  is  late,  there  is 
a  possibility  that  the  California  market  v'ill  become  glutted  as  r-?  result 
of  a  heavy  movement  from  both  the  San  Jose  del  Cabo  district  and  the  'i/est 
Coast.    During  the  1926-27  season  this  condition  depressed  United  States 
Pacific  Coast  markets  to  such  an  extent  that  a  large  portion  of  the  Lov.-er 
California  cron  v'as  never  shipped, due  to  poor  prices^ 
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THE  BERIIUDa  vegetable  INDUSTRY 


Celery,  potatoes,  parsley,  carrots,  and  onions,  in  the  order  oention- 
ed,  constituted  the  raost  valuable  items  of  the  vegetables  exported  from 
Bermuda  in  recent  years,  according  to  reports  received  in  the  Foreign  Ser- 
vice of  the  Bureau  of  Agr jcuj  r,nral  Economics  from  Consul  Robertson  Honey 
at  Hamilton,  Berrmda.    Practically  all  of  the  exports  go  to  the  IJeu  York 
market  and  are  shiT)r)ed  there  on  consignment.    With  the  decreasing  compe- 
tition of  Cuba  in  the  New  York  potato  market,  the  Bermuda  farmers  are  being 
urged  by  the  Bermuda  Department  of  Agriculture  to  devote  more  attention  to 
celerj',  parsley,  and  other  vegetables  v/herever  the  land  is  s^iitable. 

Berrmda  farmers  plant  tro  potato  crops,  the  first  in  Se-otember  and 
the  second  in  Janvary.     The  early  crop  is  divided  into  tT?o  -Dortions,  the 
first  part  "being  planted  xn  Septembei-  and  the  so'^ond  part  about  a  month 
later.     Tv/o  celer---  croT)s  are  also  planted.     The  first  shipments  of  the 
early  celery  crop  are  usually  made  in  April.     The  Bermuda  onion  crop  is 
harvested  from  April  15  to  May  20.     Bermuda  onion  grov/ers  find  it  difficult 
to  get  satisfactory  prices  after  the  Texas  crop  reaches  the  market.  The 
Bermuda  production  of  onions  has  declined  greatly  since  the  war  because  of 
the  competition  from  Texas  and  the  increase  in  the  cost  of  labor,  crates, 
seeds  and  fertilizer.    Due  to  these  facts,  and  to  the  further  fact  that  only 
one  crop  can  be  grov'n  in  the  year,  it  is  not  believed  that  the  acreage  of 
onions  will  be  increased  in  the  future. 

The  Berrouda  vegetable  export  season  begins  late  in  October  and  ends 
in  June.    Potatoes  are  exported  from,  lloverber  to  Hay.     Onions  and  celery  are 
exported  only  during  the  last  three  months  of  the  season,  April  -  June. 
Parsley,  beets,  carrots,  kale,  etc.,  are  exr:'Crted  mainly  from  January  to  June 
A  reiDresentat ive  of  the  Bermuda  farmers  is  maintained  in  Nev;  York  during  the 
ship-oing  season,  v^ho  superintends  the  discharge  of  cargo  at  the  HeTv  York 
docks  and  taices  care  of  the  interests  of  the  Berr.uida  grov^ers  in  general.  He 
also  cables  prices  received  for  the  vegetables.     These  prices  appear  in  the 
Bermuda  newspapers  a  day  or  two  after  sales  have  been  effected. 

The  sictts  of  the  containers  used  in  the  Berr.nxda  vegetable  export  trade 
have  been  fixed  by  the  Bermuda  Department  of  Agriculture.     The  celery  crate 
has  a  canacity  of  tnc  bi.ishols;  the  kale  crate,  3  b,:shels;  and  onion  and  all 
other  vegetable  crates,  1  bushel.     Potatoes  are  exported  in  barrels  contain- 
ing ap-oroximat  ely  11  pecks. 


V-16 


-  2  - 


The  follDwin^r  table  gives  the  e>rports  of  fresh  vegetables  from 
Bernnida  during  the  past  three  seasons: 


Exports  of  Fresh  Vegetables  fron  Bernuda,  1924-25  to  1926-27 


Product 

•  1924-25 

•  1925-26 

'  1926-27 

:  Bushels 

;  Bushels 

:  Bushels 

Potatoes   

:  62,528 

:  91,933 

:           98 , 158 

Parsley   

:  5G,5V9 

:  82,881 

:  57,331 

Celerjr   

42,2  J C 

7<t ,  572 

:  109,290 

Carrots   

62 , 620 

68,996 

4^t ,  833 

Kale   ; 

26,118  ; 

28.599 

23,490 

Onions   : 

21.570  : 

39,336  : 

19 , 930 

Beets   : 

18,263  ; 

18,075 

11,367 

Tomatoes   : 

624  : 

3,081  : 

5,396 

Lettuce   : 

4,185  ; 

3.000  : 

1,468 

Turnips   : 

6ol  : 

1,122  : 

759 

All  others  : 

3.681  : 

3.809  : 

1,831 

T-otal  : 

298,009  : 

415,404  : 

373,853 

Source:    The  Bermda  Department  of  i\griculture. 


The  follovring  table  gives  the  quantities  of  fresh  vegetables  invoiced 
through  the  Hamilton  Consulate  for  export  to  the  United  States  during  the 
1925-26  and  the  1926-27  seasons  and  fron  the  beginning  of  the  1927-28  season 
to  the  end  of  March: 

VEGET.\BL2S:     Sxnorts  fron  Bemuda  to  the  United  States,  seasons 

1925-26  to  1927-28 


:           Season  :  Season  :  First  5  nonths 

Product            :            1925-26  :  1926-27  :  1927-28 

 :0ct.  23  to  June  22:Nov.  15  to  June  28;Nov,  19  to  I  larch  31 

:           Pounds  :  Pounds  :  Pounds 

•  •  • 

Beets   :             697,953  :  303,714  :  427,862 

Carrots   :  2,374,811  :  1,623,010  :  865,588 

Kale   :             787,092  :  653,087  :  916,748 

Parsley  :  1,338,357  :  904,586  :  691,329 

Potatoes   :  6.233,751  :  5,724.839  :  3,105,494 

Onions   :             494,865  :  511,860  :  a/ 

Celery  :  2,531,200  :  3,932,327  :  a/ 

Miscellaneous  :  106.4-37  ;  109.150  :  73.209  

Total  :        14,564,466  :  13,767,573  :  6,080,430 


Source;     Compiled  fron  Consular  Invoices  in  Hamilton,  Bemuda,  by  Consul 

Robertson  Honey. 

a./  Ezport  season  April  to  Jurie. 
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MOVEMfflT  OF  MEXICAII  WEST  COAST  V5&:]TABLES  IIJTO  THE  UIIITED  STi^aBS^6«>S:^ 


The  shipments  of  Mexican  West  Coast  vegetalales  into  the  United  States 
through  the  border  port  of  ITogales,  Sonora,  Mexico,  during  the  month  of 
March  amounted  to  1,257  cars  as  compared  rrith  1,490  cars  daring  I'larch  1927, 
according  to  a  report  receive!  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics  from  Consul  C.  A.  Dsrm  at  ITogales.     Total  shipments  to 
the  American  market  from  the  beginning  of  the  season  to  March  31,  1928 
amounted  to  3,336  cars  as  against  3,786  cars  during  the  corresponding  per- 
io  d  last  season. 

Although  shipments  of  tomatoes  have  increased  greatly  recently,  total 
exports  for  the  season  up  to  the  end  of  I'arch  are  still  797  cars  less  than 
for  the  corresponding  five  months  of  1926-27.     Shipments  of  green  peas  and 
peppers  are  ahead  of  last  season's.     The  Mexican  West  Coast  vegetable  season 
is  now  at  its  height  and  its  duration  will  depend  upon  the  crop  situation 
and  shipments  from  producing  sections  i:i  the  United  States. 

The  weather  in  the  vegetable  producing  areas  of  the  Mexican  West 
Coast  appears  to  be  favorable  and  no  serious  complaints  are  being  heard 
regarding  plant  diseases  or  insect  pests.     The  quality  of  the  vegetables 
passing  through  Nogales  is  good  and  prices  received  are  said  to  be  satis- 
factory. 

Carlot  Movement  of  Mexican  West  Coast  Vegetables  into  the  United  States, 
First  Five  Months  of  192G-27  aJid  1927-28  Seasons  a/ 


Season  and  commodity 


1926-27- 

Tomatoes  

Green  peas   

Green  pep-oers  .  .  . 
.  Mixed  vegetables. 
Total  


1927-28- 

Tomatoes   

Green  peas   

Green  peppers  .  . 
Mixed  vegetables 

Egg  plant   

Cantaloupes   

Total   


*  11  ov  ember 

■•^ec  ember 

■Febniary 

•  March 

•  Total 

•  Cars 

Gars 

■  Cars 

Cars 

:  Cars 

:  Cars 

:  6 

251  , 

392  , 

810 

1,217 

.  2,676 

46 

161 

515 

159 

891 

;  1 

17 

67  . 

29 

96 

210 

1 

8 

9 

7 

315  • 

620 

1,354 

1,490 

3,786 

32 

247 

390  . 

291 

919  : 

1,879 

:  1 

61 

224  ' 

497 

167 

950 

6 

53  . 

171 

77 

307 

9 

61 

56 

71 

197 

2 

2 

T 

X 

1 

:  oo 

323 

728 

1,015  . 

1,237 

3,336 

Source:     Consul  Henry  C.  A.  Dari¥i,  Ilogales,  Sonora. 
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Movement  of  Mexican  West  Coast  Vegetables  into  the  United  States, 
First  ?ive  Months  of  1927-28  Season  a/ 


Cornnodity 

[  IJovenber 

-'ecenber 

'  January 

February 

March 

:  Pounds 

Po'i-mds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Tomatoes   

G-reen  peas  .  .  . 
G-i-een  peppers. 
'Egg  plant  .  .  .  .  ' 
Green  beans  . . 
Cantaloupes. . . 
Cucumbers  .... 
All  others  .  .  . 

:  599,694 
:      13 , 923 

5,300 

:  5,574,345 
968,318 
165,408 
10,724 

3.108  , 

9,461,509 
3,556,908 
.  1,227,945  . 
114,580 
3,410 

13.340 

7,333,069 
.  7,402,488 
3,863,107  , 
129,858 
8,336  . 

540  . 

.  22,410,513 
.  2,457,763 
1,974,779 
297,173 
13,256 
21,372 
6,110 

Total   

718,917  ; 

5,721,964  . 

14,377,692 

18,737,408  . 

27,171,966 

Source:     Consul  Henry  C.  A.  Dar.ii:i,  Ilogales,  Sonora. 

a/  Does  not  include  vegetables  moving  through  the  United  States  to  Canada. 
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WbBBIUDA  vegetable  SHgllSIJTS  DURING  FIRST  HALF  OF  APRIL 

Total  ex-oorts  of  fresh  vegetables  from  Bermuda  to  the  United  'St-atffs 
during  the  first  t^^o  weeks  of  April  1928  amounted  to  1,437,000  pounds  as 
comtjared  with  937,000  -nounds  during  the  corresponding  two  weeks  last  year, 
according  to  a  report  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  tlie  Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics  from  Consul  Robertson  Honey  at  Hamilton,  Bermuda.  Ship- 
ments from  the  beginning  of  the  season  up  to  March  31  amounted  to  6,080,000 
pounds.     (See  F,S./^''-16  dated  April  19,  1928)    Practicallj^  all  of  the  Bermuda 
vegetable  e:cports  are  shipped  to  New  York  on  consignment. 

The  first  shipments  of  the  Bermuda  celery  crop  for  the  current  season 
were  made  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  April.    Prospects  are  for  a  larger  crop 
than  usual  and  the  celery  is  said  to  be  of  very  fine  grade.     Total  shipments  of 
celery  to  New  York  during  the  first  half  of  April  1928  amounted  to  81,715  pounds. 
There  v'ere  no  celery  shipments  during  the  corresponding  two  weeks  last  year. 


 BERhUDA  VEGETABLES:  Exports  to  the  United  States  durin^,-  first  hnlf  of  April 

Product  •  First  two  weeks  6f  April  

 :  1927  :  '  1928  

:              Pounds               ;  Pounds. 

Beets   :              65,520               ;  55,510 

Celery                                            :                                         :  81,715 

^Fennell   :                    284               ;  770 

Lettuce                                                                                   ;  1,125 

Carrots   :             199,314               •  94,240 

Kale                                                                 48,470                •  19,850 

Mint                                                                        40                .  196 

Onions   .  :                1,100               i  1,400 

Parsley                                                         54,691               :  50,34  6 

Turnips   ^  1,465  ; 

Potatoes                                                      556,;?74.              \  1,131,268 

Sorrell   i^q  '  

Total                                                          937,42  6                :  1,43  6,520 


BERIHJDA  VEGETxVBLES:    Prices  paid  in  New  York  during  first  two  weeks  of  April 


Product  •  April  ^,  1928       '•        April  11,  1928 


:  Per  crate  :  Per  crate 

Seets   :  50f  to  ^1.00  :         75^.  to  Ipl.OO 

Carrots   :    SI. 00    to  ^51.75  :    SI. 00    to  SI. 75 

Celery   :    :  53.50    to  S4.00 

Parsley   ;  SO^if  to  SI. 00  ;  75f  to  SI. 00 

:  Per  barrel  :         Per  barrel 

Potatoes:  No.  1»  s   :  S12.50  :  ) 

"      2's   :  SIO.OO  :  )  Sll-00  to  S12.50 

"      3»s   :  S  7.00  :  ) 
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PHODUGTIOII  OF  VEGET.IBLES  DJ  THE  3iiH.iU.LlS  FOR  J^XPOHT  TO  Tg^.  miZym^A^'^lS^^' 

TonatoRs  are  the  only  vegetable  gro-'n  in  the  Bahamas  for  exportation 
to  the  United  States  and  neither  tomatoes  nor  any  other  vegetables  are  ex- 
ported m  comr.^ercial  quantities  to  any  country  other  than  the  United  States 
according  to  a  report  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  i^ri- 
cultural  Economics  from  Consul  C,  G.  Broy  at  Nassau,  Baiia^nas.     A  fev;  bushels 
of  TDep^ers  have  been  shir^T^ed  to  the  United  States  from  time  to  time,  but  these 
v^ere  only  e-- ^^r iraental  shipments  and  there  has  been  no  development.     The  ex- 
ports of  tomauoes  to  the  United  States  serve  as  a  reasonably  accurate  indica- 
tion o:  production.     E^n^orts  during  1927  -28  amounted  to  189,000  busl'els  as 
compared  vith  127,000  bushels  during  1926-27. 

Centers  of  .pj:odiijlt_i_on 

_     Eleuthera,  Nex'^  Providence  (on  x-hich  Nassau  is  situated)  and  Cat  Island 
furnish  r^ract  ically  all  of  the  tomatoes  grovn  for  export.    All  -hiri-^ents  of 
any  importP^nce  a^e  to  Nei.  York,  either  direct  or  via  Mi^mi,  Florida,  and  thence 
to  he-  Yor.-.  either  by  rail  or  steajier.    Hor^ever,  the  bilk  of  the  cror,  is 
shipped  direct  to  New  York  by  steajner  from  l^assau. 

Exact  figures  covering  the  prod\iction  of  the  islan.^s  rhich  gro'^ 
tomatoes  for  exi^ort  are  not  available.     It  is  estimated  that  about  75  r^e- 
cent  are  gror-a  on  the  island  of  Eleuthera,  about  20  Der  cent  on  the  island 
o.  Jex"    rovidence,  and  the  remaining  5  per  cent  on  Gat  a^nd  other  islands. 
Several  of  the  other  islands  are  capable  of  prodiicing  tomatoes.  Small 
quantities  are  said  to  be  grov'n  on  the  island  of  Andros,  a.nd  some  ^e"  are 
reported  also  to  have  been  grown  on  Grand  Bahama  and  elsevhere.  Trc-msporta- 
tion  facilities  have  much  to  do  in  determining  the  place  of  i^roduction  as 
the  tomatoes  have  to  be  taken  to  Nassau  for  shipment  to  the  United  States. 
Eleuthera  and  Gat  Isla:id  are  favorably  situated  as  compared  -ith  other  is- 
lands from  ^the  standpoint  of  transr)ortation,  and  the  land,  too,   is  said  to 
oe  better  lor  tomato  growing  thaii  is  available  on  the  other  nearby  igla:ids. 

Local  consiim^->tion 


^I"^'  consumi^tion  of  tomatoes  is  comnarat  ivelv  insignificant,  most 

ot  the  domestic  consumption  being  supplied  by  tomatoes  grown  in  home  gardens 
and  not  by  those  grov7n  on  a  commercial  scale.     A  few  of  the  Bahara~  tcrr.atces 
are  canned  locally.    These  have  a  limited  domestic  market,  but  have  not  been 
able  to  compete  successfully  abroad.     There  has  recently  been  sohp  talk  of 
producing  tomato  paste,  thereby  affording  an  outlet  for  the  consiriernblp  Quan- 
tities of  tomatoes  which  cannot  be  profitably  shipped  in  their  raw  state, 
i.-us  far  this  appears  to  have  gone  no  farther  than  to  make  preparation  for 
experiments. 
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Bahama  tomato  exports 

Tomato  exports  are  recorded  in  the  Bahamas  customs  hy  "bushels.  A 
crate  of  six  baskets  is  considered  the  equivalent  of  3/4ths  of  a  "bushel  for. 
customs  statistics.    As  tomatoes  have  no  local  market  capable  of  absorbing 
the  crop,  any  statistics  on  export  values  are  more  or  less  arbitrary.  The 
•nroduct  is  shipped  to  Hew  York  on  consignment. 

The  shi-n-oing  season  for  tomatoes  from  the  Bahamas  extends  from  Novem- 
ber to  April.     Shipments  in  November  and  April  are  somff'hat  unusual,  however, 
and  generally  insignificant  in  quantity.    Usually,  also,  only  small  shipments 
are  made  in  March.    Host  of  the  crop  moves  in  December,  January,  and  February. 
Shipments  after  March  31  may  be  disregarded  for  statistical  purposes.  Basing 
figures  on  exports  as  shown  in  Baliamas  customs  returns  for  the  last  and  first 
quarters  of  s':<.ccessive  calendar  years,  the  follov/ing  table  shows  exports  by 
seasons  from  the  season  of  1922-23  to  that  of  1927-28,  inclusive: 


TOMATOES:    Sxports  from  the  Bahamas  to  the  United  States 


Season  Bushels 

Season 

Bushels 

1922-23  : 
Quarter  ending  : 

March  :  88.000 

: 1925-26 

:        Q;uarter  ending 
March  

:  30,000 
82 . 000 

Total  :  137,386 

« 
* 

1923-24  : 
Quarter  ending  : 

March  :  47.000 

'1926-27 

Quarter  ending 

:  112,000 

24,000 
1C3 . 000 

Total  :  104,378 

• 

1924-25                      :  ; 
G;aarter  ending  : 

March   :            27.000  ; 

Total   

1927-28 

Quart  er>  ending 

127,000 

110^000 

79.noO 

Total  : 

189,000 

The  declared  value  per  crate  during  the  past  season  apiiroximated  ^2,50, 
which  includes  the  cost  of  crates,  labor,  freight,  and  consular  invoice  fee. 
states  Consul  Broy.    The  Bahamas  export  tomato  crrop  is  largely  financfd,  super- 
vised, and  shipped  by  or  on  behalf  of  firms  in  the  United  States,  chietly  New 
York.     Some  local  shippers  are  agents  for  American  firms;  other  shinuers  have 
New  York  agents. 
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Future  pro sDects 


Ejcports  of  tomatoes  during  the  1927-28  season  showed  an  increase 

over  those  for  the  1926-27  season,  but  prices  realized  for  the  1927-18 
iQp^^r                ^^""^  ^^'^'^  satisfactory  than  during  1925-27.  The 

wSt  eIrl'ierL.  "'^^^  1°27,  .hile  the  1927-28  season  began  sorne- 

01  1927.     Because  of  the  unsatisfactory  returns  said  to  have  been  reali'-ed 

fL^^J^M'.'  f ^^—1  the  important 
firms  r^hxch  have  been  enga^-ed  in  the  business  here  for  several  years  nay 

t    :?r?rhlvrde?''':'r-^^  °^         largest  shWrs 

l^other  i°^^f  >."'''''^^'  ^"^'^"^  "^'^  ^°  ^^^^^'-'^  h^re  the  coming  season, 
^^ain      It  ?    ^''^'''J         ex,,ressed  considerable  doubt  as  to  operating  here 

to^^^to!  ^  tornatoes  as  during  the  past  season.    Nevertheless  as 

good      t  uZc^^li'i'''  °'  '"^^^^  ^^-^  nark^t'are 

good,  It  xs  probable  that  considerable  quantities  will  again  be  e^orted. 


0. 
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FOREIGN  NE17S  ON  VEGETABLES 


BERIflTOA  VEGETABLE  SKIPME^JTS  DURING  APRIL 


Exports  of  fresh  vegetables  from  Bermuda  to  the  United  States 
during  the  month  of  April  1928,  amounted  to  3,806,000  pounds  as  com- 
pared V7ith  1,886,000  pounds  during  April  1927,  according  to  a  report 
received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from 
(feci  gul  Robert  son  Honey  at  Hamilton,  Bermuda,    Total  shipments  to  the 
United  States  from  the  beginning  of  the  season  on  November  1,  1927  to 
April  30,  1928  amounted  to  9,887,000  -pounds-     The  season  usually  ends 
late  in  June,     (See  Foreign  Service  releases,  V-15  and  V-18,  dated  April 
19  and  April  27,  respectively.) 

The  Bermuda  celery  crop  is  excellent  both  as  to  quality  and  quanti- 
ty.   Potatoes  are  also  doing  very  well  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  spring 
crops  (those  shipped  between  April  1  and  the  end  of  the  season)  y^ill  come 
up  to  about  30,000  barrels  of  2-2/3  bushels  each. 


3EKIUDA  VEGETABLES; 


Exports  to  the  United  States  during  April, 
1927  and  1928   ^ 


Product 


First  two  T7eeks  of  April 


:  1927 

:  1928 

:  1927 

:  1928 

:  Pounds 

:  Pounds 

Pounds 

:  Pounds 

Beets   

65,520 

:  55,510 

:  59,998 

:  34,925 

Celery  

:  81,715 

18,700 

:  340,776 

Fennell   

284 

770 

284 

280 

Lettuce   

1,125 

1,083 

Carrots   

199,314 

94,240 

170,816 

99,583 

Kale  : 

48,470 

19,850 

73,019 

8,680 

Mint   ; 

40 

196  : 

130 

165 

Onions  : 

1,100  : 

1,400  : 

42,211  : 

55, 684 

Parsley  : 

64,691  : 

50,346  : 

83 , 123  : 

87,286 

Turnips  : 

1,465  : 

5,255  : 

170 

Potatoes  : 

556,374  : 

1,131,268  : 

464,728  : 

1,741,209 

Sorrell  : 

168  : 

Kohl  rabi  .  .  .  .  : 

140 

Total  : 

937.426  : 

1.436.520  : 

918.265  : 

2,359,840 

Last  t^/o  weeks  of  April 


BERJIUDA  VEGETABLES:    Prices  paid  in  Hew  York  during  first  three 


rreftk<^  of  Anril  T92R 

Product 

:       April  4.  1928 

:       April  11.  1928 

:      AT^ril  24.  1928 

Beets   

Carrots   

Celery   

Potatoes  

;         Per  crate 
:        50/  to  $1.00 
:     $1.00  to  $1.75 

50/  to  $1.00 

Per  barrel 

:          Per  crate 
:        75/  to  $1,00 
:     $1.00  to  $1.75 
:    $3.50  to  $4.00 
75/  to  $1.00 

Per  barrel  : 

Per  crate 
:        75/  to  r>l,00 
:    $1.25  to  SI, 50 
;    $4.00  to  $5.00 
$1.25  to  $1.50 
$3.00  slor 
Per  bar-^el 

$7.00  to  $12.50  , 

$11.00  to  $12.50  : 

$10.50  to  $11.50 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  0?  AGRICULTUl^ 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
V/ashington 


y.s. 
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FOREIGN  NEiTS  ON  VEGETABLES 


THE  CUBAN  VEGETABLE  INDUSTRY 


The  production  of  vegetables  in  Cuta  for  export  to  the  United  States 
has  "been  increasing  rapidly  during  the  past  five  or  six  years,  according 
to  a  report  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics  from  Consul  Harold  3.  Quarton  at  Habana.     Shipments  to  the  United 
States  during  the  1926-27  season  amounted  to  43,000,000  pounds  as  against 
3-5,000,000  pounds  d\iring  1924-25.     Shipments  during  the  first  five  months 
of  the  1927-28  season  (November  1,  1927  to  Ilarch  31,  1928)  amounted  to 
27,050,000  pounds  as  against  38,206,000  pounds  during  the  corresponding 
period  last  season.    The  vegetables  exr)orted  to  the  United  States  in  order 
of  their  importance  are:    Tomatoes,  pe-npers,  potatoes,  eggr^lant,  and  lima 
beans.     These  five  articles  constitute  about  85  per  cent  of  the  total  ex- 
ports.    The  remaining  15  per  cent  is  made  up  of  okra,  squash  (round  rhite 
variety),  cucumbers,  onions,  and  string  beans.    Tomatoes  alone,  hovjever, 
constitute  about  50  per  cent  of  the  value  of  the  total  exports- 

The  Oiiban  vegetable  export  industry  is  concentrated  largely  in  the 
provinces  of  Habana  and  Pinar  del  Hio.    The  port  of  Habana  handles  the  en- 
tire export  crop.     Although  vegetables  are  produced  for  local  consanption 
in  many  parts  of  Cuba,  only  the  Quantities  available  for  export' are  con- 
sidered in  this  report.    By  far  the  larger  part  of  the  exports  go  to  New 
York.    A  fen  are  sent  by  car  ferry  to  Key  V/est,  and  a  fer  by  direct  ship 
to  Nevr  Orleans. 

No  forr.i  of  Cuban  industry  is  so  uncertain  or  subject  to  weather  con- 
ditions as  the  raising  and  exporting  of  fresh  vegetables,  states  Consul 
Quarton.    Droughts,  floods,  and  hurricanes  occur  frequently.  Notwithstanding 
the  undertainty  of  growing  conditions,  Cuba  has  become  an  important  producer 
of  fresh  winter  vegetables.    The  bulk  of  the  shipments  each  year  is  made 
from  December  to  May.    The  tmxrist  season  and  the  Cuban  vegetable  shipping 
season  coincide.    Most  of  the  ships  bringing  tourists  to  Cuba  from  December 
to  April  have  refrigeration  facilities  for  carrying  fruits  and  vegetables 
on  the  return  journey. 

No  other  market  than  the  American  comes  into  consideration  in  the 
export  trade  in  Cuban  vegetables.    Prices  on  the  local  export  market  are 
controlled  entirely  by  the  market  situation  in  New  York.     Shipments  are 
generally  made  on  consignment.     Cash  sales  may  be  considered  as  represent- 
ing only  from  10  to  15  per  cent  of  the  total. 
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Methods  of  packing 

As  a  ^^hole,  the  vegetables  exported  are  packed  in  the  so-called  six- 
box  toraato  crates  or  iii  haimers  containing  seven-eighths  of  a  bushel.  The 
crates  generally  T7eigh  from  30  to  45  po^onds,  depending  on  the  character  of 
the  contents.    Tomato  and  penner  crates  average  about  30  poujids;  crates  of 
eggplant  average  about  45  pounds]  lima  beans  are  generally  packed  in  bushel 
hampers  or  baskets.     In  fact,  either  packing  may  be  used  for  several  of  the 
vegetables,  depending  on  the  specifications  contained  in  the  ikaerican  order. 
Squash  is  shipped  in  cases  averaging  about  40  pounds.    The  cases  of  the 
long-pod  okra  average  from  35  to  40  pounds-    The  short-pod  okra  is  not  con-* 
sidered  worth  shi-nping,  as  the  prices  are  too  low. 

Condition  of  crops  for  1927-28 

A  drought,  extending  from  the  end  of  November,  1927  to  the  end  of 
March  adversely  affected  the  1927-28  cro-o,  states  Consul  q;iiarton.  Tomatoes 
were  particularly  hard  hit.    The  amount  of  tomatoes  planted  this  season  T^^as 
relatively  large  and  it  r^as  thouglit  that  the  crop  would  be  double  that  of 
the  previous  year,  but  as  a  result  of  the  draaght,  shipments  were  about  the 
same  as  those  for  a  normal  year.    An  additional  circumstance  affecting  crops 
this  season  ^'as  the  occurrence  of  heavy  rains  in  October.    The  vegetable 
crops  in  the  vicinity  of  Guines,  Province  of  Habana,  were  particularly  af- 
fected.    Several  hundred  acres  were  replanted,  but  a  little  too  late  to  be 
of  much  value  for  export  purposes. 

There  are  some  indications  that  the  plantings  of  vegetables  for  the 
1928-29  season  may  be  smaller,  states  Consul  Quarton,  as  the  raising  of 
coffee  is  again  being  taken  up  in  some  of  the  vegetable  producing  areas. 
However,  as  growers  of  vegetables  discontinue  this  line  there  are  always 
new  planters  to  take  their  place  and  it  is  still  too  early  to  estimate  the 
extent  of  the  planting  which  will  occur  next  autumn. 

The  folloTi'ing  table  gives  the  exports  of  Cuban  vegetables  to  the 
American  market  during  the  1926-27  season  and  during  the  first  five  months 
of  the  1927-28  season: 
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CU3A1T  VE&STA3LSS:  3xr)orts 

IJovemlDer  1,  1926  to  Oct 
  Ilovera'oer  1.  1927  t 


to  the  United  States  from 

ober  31,  1927  and  from 

0  Fiarch  31.  1928  


Season 


\  Cuc-um"bers 

;  :^f35lant 

ima  3esns 

\  Okra 

\  Pcp-ners 

:  Pounds 

;  Pounds 

Pounds 

:  Pounds 

:  Po\xnds 

!  H 

a/ 

:  19,^6 

•                    JLty  ,  O  O  »7 

:         3  060 
:  3,862 
:  475 

a/ 

:  a/ 

:      594 , 157 

.   o  ,  o  c?u  ,  oci\) 

*              y  X-kJ  ^  XV/ 

:  180,875 
:  96,580 
:  230,735 

:  120 
:  17,505 
:  118,326 
:  263,373 
:  145,537 
:  1,003,010 
:  90,725 
:  36,879 

a/ 

:  a/ 
21,583 

c;p  704 

23  504 
:  67,079 
:  23,464 
:  20,513 

:  a/ 
:  a/ 
:  1,411,329 
•IT  285  516 
:  627,697 
:  496^772 
72,470 
;  71,493 

:  39,532 

: 10. 908, 677 

•  1 

•  X 

^676.475 

•  208.937 

: 13. 955. 277 

11,510 
:  9,916 
:  16,280 

:  857,923 
:  1,060,685 
:  965,335 

:  9,535 
:  259,249 
:  334,820 
:  278,680 
:  5-14,530 

:  30,390 
:  55,427 
:  175,228 

:  786,203 
8^.-0 , 833 
t  504,061 

1  Potatoes 

Squash 

Tonatoes 

'  liiscel- 
:  laneous 

;  Total 

a/ 

:  22,000 
:  1,154,236  , 
:  2  077  000  • 
:      214,265  . 

a/ 

95,328  . 

43,274  : 
1,470  : 

209,569 
1,525,875 
4,131,552 
4,191,023  . 
2 , 132 , 243 
10,649 
38,575  . 

:  22,820 
:  150,848 
12,373 

^4  ^f^n 
73 , 183 

4,931 
3,249  ; 

:        22 , 940 
:  377,922 
.  3,318,817 

4,214,563 
295,833 
398,195 
4,931 
3,249 

:  3.467.501  : 

230.449  : 

12 

.237.485  : 

390.199  : 

43.124.522 

:      175,600  : 
:  1,053,010  : 
:  3,108,566  : 

74,631  : 
54,894  : 
135,877  : 

46,910  : 
3,295,592  : 
4,851,684  : 
3,784,018  : 
3,050,176  : 

93,840  : 
505,895  : 
13,275  : 
18,765  : 
31,470  : 

155,285 
4,060,735 
7,146,041 
7,153,228 
3,551,523 

1926-  27 

ITovenber 
December 
J  anuary 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June  - 
July.  . 
August 
Ge-pt  ember 
October- 
Total. 

1927-  23 
November 
December 
J  anuary 
February 
March  , . 


1925-27 
November 
December 
J  anuary 
Febraary 
March 
April 
May  .. 
June  . 
July  . 
August 
September 
October  . 
Total  . 

1927-28 
November 
December 
January  . 
February 
March  . . . 


a/  If  any,  included  in  miscellaneoiis  vef;etable 
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FOREIGN  HEWS  ON  VEGETABLES 


MQVglENT  OF  JffiXinAM  UT^c^r,  POAST_TOETABLES  INTO  TFIE  UNITED  ■  ST!iliairr--'^'^' 


the  hord  Mexican  West  Coast  vegetables  to  the  United  States  through 

ed  to  1  3fi7^°      °^  ^'ogales,  Sonora,  Mexico,  during  the  month  of  April  amoimt- 
a  reT5ort  r    ^^^^        compared  r'ith  1,268  cr.rs  during  April  1927,  according  to 
''aics  foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Econ- 

Americar  ^'  ^-  ^amm  at  Nogales.     This  brings  total  shipments  to  the 

4  703  r  "'^  ■'^^^  beginning  of  the  season  up  to  A-nril  30,  1928,  to 

»  ars  as  against  5,054  cars  during  the  corresponding  -oeriod  last  season. 

to  show^h  ^^^^^^^^  °^  ^^^st  Coast  vegetables  across  the  border  is  beginning 
far  thi         ^"^g^^lar  seasonal  decline.    While  total  shimients  of  tomatoes  thus 
lod  last  about  720  cars  lo^'er  than  during  the  corresponding  per- 

the  heavv^f?^^^'  movement  has  been  larger  than  ras  expected  in  vier^  of 

season    ^r,  transportation  difficulties  experienced  early  in  the 

'^ere  ferpr^ri°        °^  adverse  veather  conditions  and  damage  from  insect  pests 
Tomatoes  ^h  April  than  ever  before  for  that  month,  states  Consul  Damm. 

ave  been  shipped  as  far  as  Boston  njid  good  prices  have  been  obtained, 

Considerabl  ^"^^^"^^-^^^^^  vegetable  season  is  now  practically  closed, 

into  the  y    /^^^^^^^^s  of  tomatoes  ^'ere  still  expected  to  cross  the  border 
no  fiirtv.^^^^! .     ^^^^^^  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  May,  but  after  that  date 
no  further  shipments  were  anticipated, 

Carlot  Movement  of  Mexican  West  Coast  Vegetables  into  the  United  States 

2irst_SixJ[onths  of  1926-27  and  1927-28  Seasons  a/  


Season  and  commoditv 


1926-  27 
Tomatoes  .... 
^reen  peas  . . 
G'reen  peppers 
Cantaloupes  .  , 
Cucumbers  . . .  , 

Onions   , 

Mixed  vegetables 

Total   

1927-  28 

Tomatoes  

Sreen  peas  . . . 
G'reen  peppers 
Cantaloupes  . . 
Cucumb  rrs  .... 

Sgg  ple"at   . 

Mixed  vegetable 
  Total   


2./  Does  net  includ 


'  Nov . 

;  Dec. 

[  Jan, 

;  Feb. 

'  March 

'  April 

;  Total 

:  Cars 

:  Gars 

:  Cars 

:  Cars 

:  Cars 

:  CnTs 

:  Cars 

;  251 

:  392 

:  810 

:  1,217 

;  1,197 

:  3,873 

:  46 

:  161 

515 

:  169 

:  2 

:  893 

1 

:  17 

:  67 

29 

;  96 

!  52 

262 

b/  4 

b/  4 

12 

12 

1 

1 

1 

8 

9 

:  7 

315 

620  . 

1.354 

1,490 

1.268 

5,054 

:      32  . 

247  : 

390  : 

291  ; 

919  , 

1,275 

3,154 

:  1 

61  ; 

224  : 

497  , 

167 

2  < 

952 

6  : 

53  : 

171  : 

77  ; 

32  ' 

339 

1  : 

10  ! 

11 

1  ; 

1 

2  : 

1  : 

5 

9  : 

61  : 

56  : 

71  : 

46  : 

243 

:      53  : 

323  : 

728  : 

1.015  : 

1.237  : 

1,367  : 

4.703 

b/  Includes  watermelons. 


shipments  moving  through  the  United  States  into  Canada. 
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Movement  of  Mexicvi  Hest  Coast  Vef^etables  into  the  United  States, 
First  Six  Months  of  1027-28  Season  a/ 


Commodity 

iJovemDer  ' 

'Decemoer 

January  ' 

February  ' 

March  ] 

April 

i,UUU 

1, ()()() 

pounds  ! 

pounds  ' 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Tomatoes   : 

0,0  r ft 

I  ?p  All 

00  XX 

29  643 

Green  Deas  .  .  .  ; 

14 

968 

3,557 

7,402 

;  2,458 

39 

Green  "peTrners  ! 

5 

-L  ,  o<o  0 

3  Rfi3 

1  975 

811 

Sgg  -Dlant  . . . . : 

11 

115 

130 

I  297 

:  39 

Green  beans  . .  ' 

3 

8 

:  13 

32 

Cantaloupes  • . , 

1  21 

307 

Cucumbers  ,  . . . 

!  6 

153 

'Watermelons  .  . 

:  1 

All  others  .  .  ► 

3 

:  13 

:  1 

Total   

!  719 

:  6,722 

:  14,378 

18,737 

;  27,181 

•  31,025 

Source  i    Consul  Henry  C.  A.  Darxi,  Nogales,  Sonora. 
a/  I^oes  not  include  vegetables  moving  through  the  United  States  to  Canada. 
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UNITSD  ST.\IES  DEP.ABTMSWT  OF  AGRIGULTURS 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Econoaics 
Wash  ingt  on 

»  May  22,  1928 

V  ^   ^^^^  r0K3I(2T  NEI7S  Oil  VEGETABLES 




F  S 


v\>t\^       g^AIJ  VEGETABLE  SHIPHEilTS  DURING  APRIL  ,  AGRiCULTUWAt  • 

iQpo      ^^°r^s  of  Cuban  vegetables  to  the  United  States  during  the  month  of  April 
^^27  ^^'^^^^^  *°  3,773,000  pounds,  as  cornpared  with  4,215,000  pounds  during  April 
It     ^^^J^^^^S  to  a  report  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Af^ri- 
cuiturai  Economics  from  Consul  Harold  B.  Oiiarton  at  Habana.     This  brings  total 
192fl"^r^n  -^"fie^ican  market  from  the  berhmin^  of  the  season  up  to  April  30, 

to  vi0,823,000  pounds  as  against  42,422.000  pounds  during  the  corresponding 
SIX  months  lac.  season.  .  . 

."^^'^  decline  in  total  shipments  thus  far  this  season  is  accounted  for  large- 
ly by  smaller  exports  of  eggplant  and  peppers.    All  other  exr-orts  this  season  are 
larger  than  last  year  . 

CUBAl^  VEGETABLES;    Exports  to  the  United  States,  first  six  months  of 

1926-27  and  1927-23 


Season  and 
Coitmodity  ' 

Dec , 

Jan. 

Feb.  ! 

Mar. 

Apr , 

1925-27 
Cucumbers 
Eggp  lant 
Lima  beans 
Okra 
Peppers 
Potatoes 
Squash 
Tomatoes 
All  others 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

12,289 
,  8,890,820 
263,373 
52,794 
11,285,516 
1,154,236 
47,042 
4,131,552 
68,235. 

Pounds  ■ 

Pounds 

Pounds 

a/ 

•  ^/ 

120 

•  ^/ 

: 

H 

:  22.820 

a/ 
17 , 505 

'  ^/ 

'  a/ 

'  209,569 
.  150,848 

19,846 
:  594,157 
.  118,326 

21,583 
1,411,329 

22,000 

95,328 
1,523,875 

12.373 

3,060 
915,510 
146,537 
23 , 504 , 
627,697 
.2,077,000 
43,335' 
4,191,022 
54.560 

3,862 
180,875 
1,003,010 
67,079 
496,772 
214,265' 
43,274 
2,152,243 
73 . 183 

39,:£7 
10,581,362 
1,545,?71 
16-x,  960 
13,821,514 
3,467,5n 
228, 9^9 
12,186,251 
382 19 

Total  .  , 

■  22.940 

!  377.922 

3.818,817 

25.905,857 

8.032,225 

4,214.563 

42.422.c.'4 

1927-28 
Cucumbers 
Eggplant 
Lima  beans 
Ckra 
Peppers 
Potatoes 
Squash 
Tomat  oes 
All  others. 

!  9,535 

46,910 

98.840 

:  259,249 

•3,295,592 
505.895 

:  11,510 
:  867,928 
.  334,820 
;  30,390 
■  786,203 
175,600 
74,631 
,4,851,684 
13,275 

:  9,916 
1,050,685 
:  278,580 
55,427. 
840,833 
1,053,010 
54,894. 
3,784,018 
18^765" 

16,280 
955,335 
544,630 
175,228 
504,061 
3,108,566 
135,877 
3,050,17  6 
1  31,470 

75,222 
427,959 
183  , 96-3 

48,482 
186,788 
:2,187,T20 

57,812 
507,274 

97,825 

112,9^8 
3,321,9:? 
,  1,610,3'~7 
509,527 
2,317,685 
,  6, 524, £96 
323,214 
:  15, 535, 654 
765,070 

Total 

155,285 

4,060,736 

7,146,041 

7,156,228 

8  .  53 1 ,  623 

3,773,045 

30, 622, 958 

Scurce:  Consul  Harold  B,  Quarton  at  Habana. 
a/  Included,   if  any,  in  all  others. 
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EWS  ON  VEGETABLES  Um^mun.^^ 

I  ^       ^'t/J^AL  ECONOMICS 


SS-  BERIWDA  VEGETABLE  SHIPMENTS  DURING  FIRST  HAl>'-€^ 


Exports  of  fresh  vege^;alDles  from  Bermuda  to  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  first  two  weeks  of  Ilyy  1928  amounted  to  2,050,000  pounds  as  com- 
pared with  1,547,000  pounds  during  the  corresponding  t^o  ^veeks  la^^t  year, 
according  to  a  report  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Rotertson  Honey  at  Hamilton. 

Bermda  vegetable  shippers  during  the  last  two  weeks  of  May  were 
shipping  practically  nothing  but  carrots,  potatoes  and  celery  because  of 
a  decline  in  New  York  prices  during  the  first  half  of  the  month,  i^hip- 
ments  of  Berrnuda  vegetables  to  the  American  market  from  the  beginning  of 
the  season  on  November  1,  1927  to  May  15,  1928  ajnounted  to  12,937,000 
pounds.     Total  shipments  last  season,  i.e.  from  November  15,  1926  to 
June  28,  1927  ai^ounted  to  13,758,000  pounds. 

BERIaUBA  VEGETABLES:     S:cport3  to  the  United  States  during  first  half 


of  May 


Product 


First  tv/o  F^eeks  of  I^'ay. 


1927 


Beets   

Celery  

Lettuce   

Carrots   

Kale  ** 

Onions  »   

Parsley  ,  

Turnips   

Potatoes  ,  

Cucumbers  ,  

Kohl-Rabi   

Mixed  vegetables 
Total  


Pounds 

26,734 
311,450 
78 

190,645 
42 , 940 
323,478 
50,445 
5,478 
597,090 
45 
330 
150 


1,546,861 


1928 


pounds 
420 

1,275,255 
700 
130,155 

44,800 
2,878 
578 
595,281 


2,050,067 


0 
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6^ 


BERl-IUDA  VEGETilBLS  SHmiElITS  DURHTG  MAY 


Exports  of  fresh  vegetables  from  Berniada  to  the  United  States 
during  the  month  of  May  amounted  to  only  2,526,000  pounds  as  compared 
with  3,974,000  pounds  during  May  1927,  according  to  a  report  received 
in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from 
Consul  Robertson  Honey  at  Hamilton,  Bermuda,    Total  shipments  Jhe 
United  States  from  the  beginning  of  the  season  on  November  1,  1927  to 
May  31,  1928  amounted  to  12,515,000  pounds. 

The  bulk  of  the  celery  shipped  from  Bermda  to  Jiane  1,  1928  is 
in  cold  storage  in  New  York  awaiting  disposal  of  the  Florida  crop,  when 
better  prices  are  expected,  according  to  the  Bermuda  Director  of  Agri- 
culture.   Practically  all  of  the  celery  crop  for  the  season  has  now  "been 
shipped  out.    The  same  is  true  of  potatoes.    Prices  paid  in  l^ew  York  for 
onions  from  Bermuda  have  been  so  low  that  the  Halifax  market  was  tried 
out.    Freight  to  Halifax  is  the  same  as  to  i^ew  York,  but  net  prices  prov- 
ed unsatisfactory.    The  end  of  the  Bermuda  vegetable  exporting  season  is 
now  in  sight  and' it  is  expected  to  close  some'^hat  earlier  in  June  than 
usual. 

BEISSJDA  VEGETABLES:    Exports  to  the  United  States  during  Kiay 

1927  and  1928 


Product 


First  two  weeks  of  May 


1927 


•  Pounds 

Beets   :  26,734 

Celery  :  311,450 

Lettuce   :  78 

Carrots   :  190,643 

Kale   :  42,940 

Onions  :  323,478 

Parsley  :  50,445 

Turnips   :  3,478 

Potatoes  :  579,090 

Cucumbers  ;  45 

Kohl-Rabi   :  330 

Mixed  vegetables  .  .   150 

Total   :  1,546,861 


1928 


pounds 

420 
1,275,255 
700 
130,155 

44,800 
2,878 
578 
595,281 


2,050,067 


Last  two  weeks  of  May 


1927 


Pounds. 

1,120 
1,554,701 

109,277 
895 

126,441 
10,346 
120 

624,461 


2,427,361 


1928 


Pounds 

379,560 
80,986 
28,003 


86,837 

268 


575,654 
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FOHEIGl'J  NEWS  Oil  VEGETABLES 


MOVEI.IENT  OF  MEXICAN  V/EST  COAST  VEGETABLES  IIITO  THTl  tmi^TED  STATES  J' 

Exports  of  Mexican  West  Coast  vegetables  to  the  United  States 
through  the  border  port  of  Nogales,  Sonora,  Mexico,  during  the  month  of 
May  amounted  to  530  cars  as  compared  with  396  cars  during  M.iy  1927,  accord- 
ing to  a  report  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricul- 
tural Economics  from  Consul  C,  A.  Dam  at  Nogales.    This  brings  total 
shipments  to  the  Araerican  market  for  the  season  up  to  5,233  cars  as  against 
5,450  cars  during  the  corresponding  period  last  season, 

A  few  cars  of  tomatoes  vzere  still  scheduled  to  cross  the  border 
during  the  first  week  of  J\ine  but  by  the  end  of  the  week  shipments  were 
expected  to  stop  entirely.     Shipments  of  green  peas  have  already  closed. 
Shipments  of  cantaloupes  and  watermelons  durirjg  Hay  show  a  large  increase 
over  those  for  May  1927.    This  is  of  particular  significance  owing  to  the 
fact  that  shipments  from  the  Imperial  Valley  of  California  were  being 
made  in  large  quantities  at  the  same  time. 

Shipments  of  Mexican  West  Coast  tomatoes  to  Canada  via  the  United 
States  from  the  beginning  of  the  season  to  the  end  of  April  amounted  to 
271  carloads.     The  returns  for  May  have  not  yet  bean  received. 
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VEGETABLES:    Carlot  Movement  from  Mexican  West  Coast  into  the  United  States, 

1926-27  and  1927-28  Seasons  a/ 


Season  and  comodity 

'  Nov  ♦ 

[  Dec* 

[  Jan. 

;  Feb. 

[ March 

[April 

[  May 

'  Total 

1926-27 

■  Cars 

'  Cars 

J  Gars 

'  Cars 

:  Cars 

:  Cars 

:  Cars 

J  Cars 

Tomatoes 

:  6 

;  251 

.  if 

:  392 

XO  X 

:  67 

fiin 

•1  217 

:  1, 197 

p 

:  297 

:  4,170 

Green  peas  .  .  . 

« —  $  ^ 

:  893 

^reen  peT)T)er<^ 

t  J. 

»  OXD 

:  29 

;  96 

:  52 

:b/62 
:  3 

Cant  n  T  rm-r-io 

CllCtimT^  P  r  r- 

:b/  4 
12 

:  66 
:  15 
:  1 

Onions 

Efegplant   

i<.j.y^cu  vegetauies  ... 

! 

i  - 

:  1 

:  8 

:  1 

:  3 
:  13 

:  3 

22 

Total   

7 

:  315 

.  620 

.1,354 

:1.490 

: 1.258 

:  396 

:  5.450 

1927-28 

Tomatoes  .... 

:  32 

t        1  ! 

;  247 
61  : 
6  ; 

224  ! 
53 

'      orX  < 

497  ; 
171  ' 

X  r  X  1 

y  X  J  . 
167 
77  ■ 

If  % 

1  : 

r  X  ,         f  O 

2  ; 
32  ; 
10  : 

'  ?76 

■  3  430 

952 
390 
177 
22 
1 
5 

258 

Green  -oeas  .... 

Greei  peppers   ; 

51  : 
166  : 
22  : 

15  : 

Cantalc>T:pes   ; 

''Watermelons  

Cue-ambers 

Ifegplant   J 

Mixed  vegetables  . . .  : 

9  : 

61  ; 

56  : 

2  : 
71  : 

1  : 
1  : 

46  ; 

Total 

33  : 

323  : 

728  : 

1,015  : 

1,237  : 

1,367  : 

530  : 

5,233 

a/  Does  not  include  shipments  moving  throu^-h  the  United  States  into  Canada, 
b/  Includes  watermelons. 


VEGETABLES:    Movement  from  Mexican  West  Coast  into  the  United  States 

during  1927-28  a/ 


Commodity 

•November 

« 

•December 

'J  anuary 

•February 

'  March 

i  April 

:  May 

;  1,000 

:  1,000 

: 1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

!  1,000 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

rpounds  . 

;  pounds 

:  pounds 

;  pounds 

:  pounds 

^omatoes  ... 

:  5,574 

:  9,462 

7,333 

22,411  • 

29,643 

:  6,570 

3-reen  peas  ,  

•  968 

J  3,557 

7,402 

•    2,458  : 

39 

rreen  peppers  

:  165 

i  1,228  , 

3,863  : 

1,975  : 

811 

:  922 

11 

115  ! 

130  1 

297  ; 

39 

2 

ryeen  beans  

3  : 

8  • 

13  ; 

32  , 

21  . 

307 

3,221 

6  ■ 

153 

18 

atermelons   

«  ^ 

1 

599 

.11  others   

13  ; 

T 

X 

Total   

*  • 

6,722  : 

14,378  : 

18,737  ; 

27,181  : 

31,025  : 

11,332 

ource:     Consul  Henry  C.  A.  Damm,  Wogales,  Sonora. 
./  Does  not  include  vegetables  moving  thro\igh  the  United  States  to  Canada. 
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EOREI&il  NEWS  ON  VEGETABLES 
Exports  of  Cuban  vegetables  to  the  United  States  during  the  month 


CUBAIT  VEGETABLE  SHIOMEIITS  DURING  MAY 


Of  May  1928  amounted  to  1,965,000  pounds,  as  compared  vrith  296,000  pounds 
during  May  1927,  according  to  a  report  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  cf 
the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Harold  B,  Quart  on  at 
Havana,    This  "brings  total  shipments  to  the  American  market  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  season  in  November  1927  up  to  Hay  31,  1928,  to  32,788,000  pounds 
as  against  42,718,000  pounds  during  the  corresponding  period  last  season. 

While  the  Cuban  vegetable  exporting  season  is  norr  practically  at  an 
end,  shipmerts  of  lima  beans  are  still  being  made  in  considerable  quantities, 
The  decline  in  total  shipments  of  all  vegetables  this  season  ^as  the  result 
of  smaller  exports  of  eggplant  and  peppers.    All  other  items  show  an  increase, 
Shipments  this  season  began  in  November  and  reached  their  peak  in  March. 


CUBAN  VEGETABLES; 

EScport 

s  to  the  United  States, 

seasons 

1926 

-27  and  1927-28 

Commodity 

r 

1926-27  ; 

1927-28 

• 

Povmds  ♦ 

Pounds 

Cucumbers   : 

Eggplant   5 

Lima  beans   : 

Okra  J 

Peppers   : 

Potatoes  i 

Squash   l 

Tomatoes   { 

All  others  ,   • .  J. 

Total  ,  : 


39^532 
10,677,942 
1,639,596 
188,424 
13  ,  893  ,  784 
3,467,501 
230,449 
12,198,910 
382,019. 


42,718,157 


114,231 
3,712,337 
2,126,170 
407,062 
2,492,066 
5,546,496 
332,687 
16,283,850 
775^440. 


32,788,339 


Source:     Consul  Harold  B,  Quart  on  at  Havana. 
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CUBM  VEGETiVBLES:     Exports  to  the  United  States,  first  seven  months  of 

seasons  1926-27  and  1927-28 


Season  and  [ 
Commodity  [ 

Nov.  ; 

Dec. 

Jan, 

Feb. 

:  Mar. 

April 

;  day 

Pounds 

Pounds 

'  Pounds 

Pounds 

"pounds 

Pounds 

:  Pounds 

1926-27 

Cacura'bers  ; 
EsSTilant  * 
Lima  beans 

Okra  

Peppers  . , 
Potatoes  , 
Squash  , . . 
Tomatoes. . 
All  others 

a/  = 

r.  / 

120 
V  < 

a/ 
^/ 

a/ 

17,505 

>  a/ 
'  V 

'  209,569 
150.848 

:  19,846 
;  594,157 
:  118,326 
:  21,583 

1,411,329 
;  22,000 
;  95,328 

1,523,875 
!  12,373 

:  12,289 
:  8,890,820 
:  263,373 
:  52,794 
111,285,516 
:  1,154,236 

47,042 
4,131,552 

68,235 

:  3,060 

;  146,537 
•      23 , 504 
;  697 
:2, 077, 000 
:  43,335 
:4, 191,022 
;  54,560 

':  3,862 
:  180,675 
:  1,003, 010 
:  67,079 
:  496,772 
:  214,265 
;  43,274 
,2,132,243 
73^183_ 

i  575 
:      96, 580 
:  90»725 
;  23,464 
;  72,470 

:  1,470 
10 , 649 

Total.  .  ." 

'  22,940 

:  377,922 

.3,813,917 

25,905,857 

;8, 082, 225; 

4,214,563 

,  295,833 

1927-28 
Cucumbers 
Eggplant  , . 
Lima  beoi^s 

Okra  

Peppers  . . 
Potatoes.  . 
Squash  . . , , 
Tomatoes  .  , 
All  others! 

•  9,535 

46,9lo' 

98 , 84r; 

.  259,249- 

i 

3,295,592; 
505.895" 

11,510- 
867,928. 
534,820: 

30,390. 
786,203 • 
175,600. 

74,631; 
4,851,684; 

13.275: 

9,916< 
1,060,685 
278,680 
55,427: 
840,833. 
1,053,010! 

54,894; 
3,784,018: 
18,765! 

16,280; 
965,335; 
544,630: 
175,228: 
504,061: 

3,108,566: 
135,877  : 

3,050,17f^: 

3z:47ni 

75,222 
427,959 
183 ,  963 
48,482. 
186,788: 
2,187,720; 
57,812. 
507,274: 
.     C7  825. 

1,303 
390,430 
515,293 
97,53  5 
174,161 
21,600 
9,473 
748,196 
?,37r 

Total  .. 

r-   ^ 

155,285 

.4, 060, 736;7, 146,041: 

7,156,228: 

8,531,523:3,773,045; 

1,965,381 

Source:  Consul  Harold  3.  Quarton  at  Havana, 
a/  Included,  if  any,  in  all  others. 
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FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  VEGETABLES 


BERl.IUDA  VEGETABLE  SHIPMENTS  DURDJG  FIRST  HALF  OF  JUNE 


Exports  of  fresh  vegetables  from  Bermuda  to  the  United  States  during 
the  first  two  weeks  of  June  araounted  to  1,181,000  pounds  as  con^ared  with 
2,437,000  pounds  during  the  corresponding  two  weeks  last  year,  according  to 
a  report  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Econ- 
omics from  Consul  Robertson  Honoy  at  Hamilton.    This  brings  total  shipments 
from  the  beginning  of  the  season  on  November  1,  1927  to  June  15,  1928,  to 
13,696,000  pounds.    Total  shipments  from  November  15,     1926  to  June  28,  1927, 
amounted  to  13,758,000  poionds. 

There  are  still  quite  a  fev^  potatoes  in  Bermuda  but  it  is  not  believed 
that  these  will  be  e:^  orted  because  of  the  low  prices  offered  in  New  York. 
There  are  also  a  few  carrots  left  for  export  but  the  best  part  of  their 
season  is  over.     Celery  has  been  a  disappointment  to  all  interested.  The 
crop  was  as  large  and  as  fine  as  any  ever  produced  in  Bermuda,  but  prices 
in  New  York  ranged  only  from  ^,^4.50  to  i;5,00  per  crate  and  most  of  the 
Bermuda  shipments  had  to  be  placed  in  cold  storage  in  New  York  to  await 
better  prices.    Much  of  it  still  remained  in  storage  late  in  June  and  should 
have  been  disposed  of  before  the  end  of  the  month  to  avoid  heavy  arrivals 
of  the  domestic  crop  in  the  United  States. 


BERMUDA  VEGETABLES: 


Exports  to  the  United  States  during 
first  half  of  June 


Product 

First  two  T/eeks 

of  June 

1927 

1928 

Pounds 

Pounds 

Beets   

420 

:  235 

Celery   < 

1,750,308 

1  886,070 

Carrots   

104 , 620 

65,218 

Onions   

;                   7,665  ! 

9,325 

Parsley   

10,400 

Potatoes   

563,768 

\  220,350 

Cuc\irabe  rs   

40 

:  215 

Total   

2.437.221 

1.181,421 
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FOREIOT  imiS  Oil  VEGETABLES 


jBERIIUDA  VEGETABLE  3EAS0II  EIIDED  -  JUIIE 


E.-sp  orts  of  fresh  vegetables  from  Bermuda  to  the  United  StaB"S^durirg 
June   1928  amounted  to  1,241,000  pounds  as  coirpared  with  2,719,000  pounds  dur- 
ing June  last  year,  according  to  a  report  received  in  the  Foreign  Ser^rice 
of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Robertson  Honey  at 
Hamilton,  Bermuda.    The  export  season  closed  on  June  26  and  there  v^ill  be 
no  further  shipments  vmtil  next  October  ^'hen  the  potato  season  opens. 
Total  shipments  to  the  American  market  from  the  opening  of  the  1927-28 
season  on  llovenber  1,  1927  to  the  close  of  the  season  on  J-une  26,  1928, 
amounted  to  13,766,000  pounds  as  compared  v/ith  13,768,000  pounds  from 
November  15,  1926  to  Jime  28,  1927. 

All  of  the  Berrmda  vegetable  crops  this  season  V'ere  favored  vith  good 
weather  and  vere  correspondingly  large  and  of  good  quality  but  the  low 
prices  obtainable  in  IJev  York  have  r.mde  this  year  one  of  the  vorst  that  the 
Bermuda  farmers  liave  ever  liad.    The  1927-28  celery  crop  justified  predictions 
of  its  being  the  largest  and  best  that  Bermuda  has  ever  produced.  It 
amounted  to  64,000  crates  of  tro   bushels  each  but  only  a  small  portion 
01  the  crop  has  actually  been,  sold  in  the  llevr  York  market  so  far.  Prices 
realized  rerc  so  lov  (about  04.25  to  ^4.50  per  crate)  that  it  vas  judged 
best  to  place  some  40,000  crates  in  cold  storage  to  a^ait  better  prices. 
Celery  cannot  be  stored  indefinitely,  however,  and  the  better  prices 
hoped  for  have  not  yet  materialized.    The  crop  was  earlier  than  usiial  this 
year  and  growers  who  trere  in  the  group  of  early  sellers  have  been  pa3.d  off 
and  are  not  involved  in  the  present  storage  problem.     Many  growers  earlier 
in  the  season  had  an  opport\inity  of  3f;i:.:'ng  on  che  dock  at  Berraida  at 
^p4.56  per  crate  but  they  held  off  for      .80.     This  fjgare,  hoy,(ver,  was 
not  acceptable  to  the  prospective  ;-,urch;iser  who  has  been  able  to  buy  in 
New  York  at  a  lower  fl^-;;are. 


BERIIUDA  \^GETABLES:  E;. 


.iJ;<ports  to  the  Un^tsd  States  diiring 
June 


..First  t\-c  •  ;-r : 

"jcs  ot  Jv.no 

L  ir'.".  ^'"'-j  ^'0< 

'i'z  of  June 

Product 

19^37 

1923 

:          IQ.'^,?  : 

192  8 

Pounds 

Founds 

Pou  r  J  s  : 

Pounds 

Beets   

420  . 

2.35 

Celerv  

1,750,308  ; 

886.070 

230,178  J 

32,655 

10^t,620 

65,213 

:           46,778  : 

6,596 

Onions   

7,665  . 

9,325 

'b45  : 

365 

10.400  : 

364  : 

Potatoes  .... 

563,768  : 

220,353  : 

160  : 

19,845 

Cucumbers  ...  ' 

40  : 

215  ; 

Kale   

3.060  : 

Total  . . 

.     2.437.221  : 

1.181.421  : 

281.385  : 

59.471 

miITi:D  STA'.'.'ES  DEI'AHTMEIIT  OF  a&RI  CULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Econoraics 
^/achiiigton 

1^  July  14.  1928 
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  K 

MEXICMI^^T  COAST  TH^G-ETABL^  3EAS0II  CLOSES 

The  1937-28  season  for  the  shipraent  of  fresh  ve^'etables  to  the  United 
States  from  the  Mexican  West  Coast  is  novr  definitely  at  an  end,  according  to 
a  report  received  in  the  Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agrtcultural  Econ- 
omics fron  Consul  Henry  C.  ^.  Damn  at  Nogales,  Sonora,  Me:cico.     It  began  on 
Iloveraber  19,  1927,  when  the  first  shipuents  to  the  United  States  for  the 
1927-28  season  crossed  the  border  at  Nogales,  fVid  ended  T'ith  tlie  la  st  cross- 
ing on  June  8,  1928.    Total  shipraents  to  the  United  States  during  the  aeafeon 
amounted  to  5,280  car  loads  as  compared  V7ith  5,611  cars  during  1926-27.  In 
addition  to  these,  511  cars  during"  1927-23,  and  479  cai's  during  1926-27 
Were  sent  to  Cjuiada. 

The  decline  in  shipments  this  season  compared  with  last  season  was 
caused  entirely  by  smaller  shipraents  of  tomatoes,  since  practically  all  of 
the  other  vegetables  Trent  forv^ard  in  larger  quantities,  p.-yrt icularly  green 
peas  and  green  peppers.     Tlie  decrease  of  741  cars  in  tomatoes  is  smaller 
than  Was  anticipated.     Tlie  unfavorable  returns  obtained  during  the  tT^o 
preceding  seasons  resulted  in  a  redxiction  of  the  acreage  planted  to  tomatoes. 
In  addition  there  were  the  rains  ,and  storms  in  December  1927  which  destroyed 
plantations  in  the  Fuerte  River  Valley  and  disrupted  transportation  for  a 
nur.iber  of  weeks.     Aside  from  the  December  storms,  however,  the  weather  in 
the  producing  sections  ^^as  favorable  throughout  the  season.     Few  corrplaints 
^ere  heard  of  damage  done  by  insect  pests  and  plant  diseases.    The  good 
weather  following  the  December  rains  succeeded  in  keeping  such  damage  in  • 
check. 

The  reduction  in  the  acreage  devoted  to  tomatoes  in  the  sections 
^'hich  in  former  years  produced  the  bullc  of  the  crop  wo.s  to  a  large  extent 
compensated  for  by  the  remarkable  expansion  of  the  tomato  growing  industry 
into  southern  Sonora,  around  Cajeme  and  llovojoa  in  the  Yaaui  River  Valley. 
During  the  early  months  of  the  season  most  of  tlie  shipm.ents  came  from  these 
new  areas.     Tlie  State  of  Ilayarit,  v/here  several  centers  of  fresh  vegetable 
production  were  developing  a  few  years  ago,  seems  to  have  dropped  out  of 
the  industry  for  the  time  beii^.  " 

The  following  table  gives  the  final  revised  figures  for  shipments 
during  the  past  two  seasons-     Tliese  statistics,  according  to  Consul  Damm, 
agree  substantially  with  those  comniled  by  the  Kogales,  Arizona,  office  of 
the  Horticultural  Board  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agricult  iixe, 
V7hich  inspects  over;''  car  sent  to  the  United  States  from  Mexico,  and  also 
y'ith  the  records  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  of  Mexico.     At  the  Con- 
sulate during  1927-28  ever;.--  car  was  classified  as  mixed  which  contained 
more  than  one  class  of  vegetables,  although  the  bulk  may  have  been  tomatoes 
or  some  other  vegetable.     In  1926-27  the  Consular  records  did  not  distin- 
guish as  accurately  between  solid  and  mixed  cars.     In  this  final  report 
corrections  were  made  as  far  as  possible,  and  the  total  figures  are  the 
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final  ones  for  the  tvo  seasons,  states  Consul  Dnim. 


VEGETABiJ^S:    Movenent  from  Mexican  V/est  Coast  into  the  United  States, 

1926-27  and  1927-28 


Gonrnodity 

:  1926-27 

;       192  7-28 

:  1926-27 

:  1927-28 

i  Pounds 

:  Pounds 

:  Cars 

Tomat  06 s  ... 

Green  Peas   

Green  Peppers  . . . 

•i^at  erne  Ions   

Cantaloupes  . 

Ou  0X11.11)0  rs    ; 

Eggplant   ,  : 

Lett^ice   

Onions   

flixed  vegetables  : 

:  99,154.216 
:  12.961,185 
:  7,429,618 
'  1,586,266 

305.768  : 
257,812  : 
172,230  : 
19,439  : 
40,316  : 

:  81,891,698 
:  14,438,55<'c 
8,969,543 

645,101  . 
4,417,794  : 
191.774  : 
623,339  : 

58,536  : 

;  4,180 

893 
351 
73 

-i./ 

15  : 

7  : 

8  : 
1  : 

83  : 

:  3,439 
:  952 
:  390 
:  24 
213 
1 
3 

258 

Total  .  .   : 

121,926,950  : 

111,236,649  : 

5,611  : 

5,280 

Source:  Consular  Invoices,  American  Consulate,  Mogales,  Sonora,  Mexico, 
a/  Included  ?'ith  watermelons. 


;b/  Included  nith  mixed  vegetables. 


—  0  — 


UlTITED  STATiiS  DEPimaiCNT  OF  AGRICULTUKE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 


Washington 

F.S.  q  October  8,  1928 

V-31  »        FOREIGII  rE\:S  ON  VLGI.TABIES 

TOMTO  PRO?  PROSPECTS  III  THE  3AHAI-IAS  FOK  1926 

It  is  estimated  that  ninety-five  per  cent  of  the  tomato  grov;- 
ers  of  the  Bahamas  lost  approximately  seventy-five  per  cent  of  their 
plantings  during  the  hurricane  of  September  15,  according  to  a  report 
received  in  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Vice  Consul  J- 
Franlc  Points  at  L'assau,    As  tne  growers  had  plants  on  hand  ready  for 
replanting,  however,  the  total  shipments  from  the  Bahamas  to  the 
United  States  this  season  v;ill  be  only  about  fifty  per  cent  below 
those  for  last  season.    The  first  pickings  are  expectec'  to  be  about 
tv;o  \;ee"K:s  late,  -yhich  would  x^errait  the  fi^st  shipment  from  the 
Bahamas  between  Ilovember  15  and  20. 

Exports  of  tomatoes  from  the  Bahamas  to  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  1927-28  season  amounted  to  169,000  bushels  as  compared  with 
127,000  bushels  during  1926-27.     Tomatoes  are  practically  the  only 
vegetable  gro\;n  in  the  Bahama  Islands  for  e:q,'0rtat ion  to  the  United 
States  and  the  American  market  takes  most  of  the  croi^.     Tlie  local 
consumption  of  tomatoes  is  small. 
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FOREIGN  IIEW^  ON  VEGETABLES 


ITcvember  12,  1928 


PRELJillNARY  SURVEY  OF  \yINTLR  VE,GET/iBLE  ACBI^iGS  ON  lEXICAN-T/S'ST  COlS^ 


AGRICULTU.?AL£CONOf: 


A  preliminary  estimate  of  the  area  tc  be  devoted  to  winter 
vegetables  on  the  Mexican  West  Ccast  this  season  indicates  that  while 
the  total  acreage  may  not  var^-  greatly  from  that  planted  last  year, 
there  may  be  some  shift  in  the  acreage  devoted  tr  the  various  products, 
according  to  a  report  dated  October  31  received  in  the  Foreign  Service 
of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  IVilliam  P.  Blocker 
at  i'.lazatlan.     Some  reduction  from  last  year  in  the  tomato  acreage  is 
indicated,  but  miOre  peas,  poppers,  and  string  beans  will  probably  be 
planted.     The  Consul  points  cut,  however,  that  an  authentic  estimate  of 
the  area  and  probable  export  production  cannot  bo  made  until  about 
December  1  when  the  acreage  has  actually  been  planted. 

The  possibility  of  a  slight  reduction  in  the  1928-29  tomato  acre- 
age is  attributed  to  the  complete  destruction  of  sued  bods  by  high  water 
in  the  Rosario  and  Presidio  river  valleys  south  of  ilazatlan.     North  of 
I.Iazatlan  the  weather  has  been  ideal  and  seed  beds  there  are  ready  for 
transplanting.     Transplanting  has  been  going  on  for  two  weeks  and  the 
first  tomatoes  for  the  season  should  be  available  f  c  r  shipment  the  latter 
part  of  December. 

If  the  general  sentiment  among  growers  can  be  taken  as  an  indica- 
tion, there  may  be  somiB  increase  in  the  acreage  devoted  to  chili  peppers, 
peas,  and  string  beans  as  these  products  brought  good  prices  in  the  Amer- 
ican narket  last  season,  according  to  Consul  Bloci^er.    No  unseascnal 
rains  have  occurred  as  yet  tc  cause  the  spread  of  fungus  diseases  and  in- 
sect pests,  and  with  the  exception  ef  the  river  valleys  south  of  I.Iazatlan, 
crop  conditions  in  general  are  better  this  year  than  for  some  years  past. 
Cantaloupes  in  the  Guasave  valley  are  expected  to  come  on  the  market  about 
the  15th  of  Ncvombcr  and  from  that  date  on  honey  dew  melons  and  some  peas 
will  be  ready  for  shipment. 


UiaTED  STATES  DEFARTk^NT  07  ASRICULTUBE 
Bureau  pf  AeriCultural  Economics 
Washin^iton 

F.S.         -  ^  November  26,  1928 

V-33  \?V 

^jt  ^•fOKEic-j:  iiE'Js  o::  vbgetabies 



BAKAl'AA  TOMATO  CROP  PEOSPSCTS  FOR  1923-29 


The  1928-29  tomato  crop  ,of  the  Bahamas  will  equal,  if  not 
exceed,  that  for  1927-23  when  189,000  bushels  were  exported,  ac- 
cording to  a  report  dated  November  15  and  received  in  the  Foreign 
Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  C.  C. 
Broy  at  Nassau.     Since  the  hurricane  of  September,  1928,  weather 
conditions  have  been  especially  favorable  for  the  tomato  crop.  The 
first  shipments,  aggregating  about  1,000  crates,  were  scheduled  to 
be  made  to  New  York  during  the  week  ending  November  17.     The  quality 
of  the  crop  is  said  to  be  superior  to  that  of  last  season. 

The  Islands  of  Eleuthera  and  New  providence  will  again  account 
for  over  nine-tenths  of  the  total  exports.    Practically  all  comi'nercial- 
ly  grown  tomatoes  in  the  Bahamas  are  shipped  to  New  York.    The  bulic  of 
the  crop  is  shipped  direct  to  New  York  from  ITassau.     It  is  expected, 
however,  that  a  larger  percentage  of  the  crop  will  be  shipped  via  Miami 
this . year. 
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December  13,  192 B 


FIRST  SHIFMEHTS  OF  ^^^I2JTER  VEGETABLES  TO  UNITED  STATES  FOR  THE  y 

1928-29  SEASON    -  ' 


The  annual  movement  of  winter  vegetables  from  Cuba,  Bermuda,  the 
Mexican  West  Coast  and  the  Bahamas  is  now  under  way  and  all  rc-ports  to 
date  indicate  that  the  shipments  for  the  season  will  not  fall  below  those 
for  1927-28,  when  approximately  168,000,000  pounds  of  vegetables  were  im- 
ported from  these  sources  of  supply,  according  to  reports  received  in  the 
Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consular 
officers.     It  is  still  too  early  to  give  definite  estimates  of  produc- 
tion for  the  various  crops  but  climatic  and  growing  conditions  thus  far 
have  been  favorable.    A  slight  reduction  in  the  tomato  acreage  may  take 
place  on  the  Mexican  West  Coast  but  it  would  be  more  than  offset  by  an 
increase  in  the  acreage  devoted  to  peppers,  peas,  and  string  beans. 
There  is  some  reduction  in  the  tomato  acreage  in  the  Bahamas  but  the 
crop  is  expected  to  be  larger  than  last  year  because  of  the  favorable 
weather  prevailing  thus  far. 

Cuba 

No  official  estimates  have  been  made  as  to  the  probable  shipments 
of  winter  vegetables  from  Cuba  to  the  United  States  this  season,  but  the 
consensus  of  opinion  among  shippers  is  that  prospects  are  very  good,  ac- 
cording to  Consul  Harold  B.  Qaarton  at  Havana.     Thus  far  no  blight  or 
other  effect  of  the  dry  weather  has  been  noticed.    Plantings  of  tomatoes 
were  approximately  the  same  as  last  season.    Total  shipments  of  vegetables 
to  the  American  market  during  November  amounted  to  286,000  pounds  as  com- 
pared with  155,000  pounds  during  November  1927.     Over  69  per  cent  of  the 
shipments  this  year  consisted  of  tomatoes  and  16  per  cent  of  lima  beans, 
both  of  which  show  considerable  increases  over  November  shipments  last 
year.    Most  of  the  exports  went  to  New  York  but  the  strong  bidding  from 
New  Orleans  and  Boston  is  expected  to  result  in  considerable  shipments  to 
those  markets  in  the  coming  months.     Shipments  of  Cuban  vegetables  in  vol- 
ume do  not  begin  until  late  in  December. 

Bermuda 

The  first  shipments  of  Bermuda  vegetables  to  the  American  market  for 
the  1928-29  season  were  made  on  November  17  and  from  that  date  to  the  end  of 
the  month  a  total  of  82,217  pounds  of  potatoes  and  410  pounds  of  parsley 
were  exported,  according  to  Consul  Robertson  Honey  at  Hamilton,  Bermuda. 
During  the  corresponding  period  last  season  59,160  pounds  of  potatoes  were 
exported  to  the  United  States.    The  crop  of  the  red  skinned  "Bliss  Triumphs", 
the  first  potatoes  exported  durin^  the  Bermuda  season,   is  normal  but  faJ'-utirs 
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are  considering  withholding  shipment  until  after  January  1  in  order  to 
realize  better  prices,  states  Consul  Honey.    Shipments  of  "Bliss  Tri- 
umphs" usually  continue  until  April  when  shipments  of  Chile  Garnets, 
also  a  red  skinned  variety,  begin  and  continue  lontil  June.    All  Bermuda 
potatoes  are  shipped  in  two-headed  barrels,  weighing  approximately  165 
pounds  net.    A  distinguishing  feature  of  the  barrel  is  that  the  heads 
are  lime  washed  and  the  lining  hoops  are  of  oleander  wood.    A  barrel 
contains  2-2/3  bushels. 

A  total  of  approximately  1,845  acres  will  be  used  for  the  produc- 
tion of  vegetables  for  the  export  market  this  season.     It  is  rather  diffi- 
cult to  give  an  exact  figure  on  the  area  of  vegetables  cultivated  for  the 
export  trade  in  Bermuda  because  some  tracts  are  used  for  two  crops.  The 
Director  of  ^riculture  in  Bermuda  has  estimated,  however,  that  in  1928-29 
approximately  900  acres  will  be  used  for  potatoes,  80  acres  for  vegetables, 
65  acres  for  celery  and  800  acres  for  other  green  vegetables.    These  figures 
include  areas  used  for  two  crops. 

Mexican  West  Coast 

The  first  shipments  of  Mexican  West  Coast  vegetables  for  the  1928-29 
season  were  made  from  the  iviazatlan  district  in  Southern  Sinaloa  on  November 
18  and  consisted  of  five  carloads  of  tomatoes,  according  to  Consul  William 
P.  Blocker  at  Mazatlan.    Present  prospects  for  the  early  vegetable  crop  of 
the  Mexican  West  Coast  are  very  good,  according  to  Consul  Blocker.  Crop 
conditions  in  general  are  better  this  year  than  last  year  and  no  serious 
development  of  fungus  diseases  and  insect  pests  has  been  reported  as  yet. 
There  is  a  possibility  of  g  slight  reduction  in  the  1928-29  tomato  acreage 
because  of  the  destruction  of  seed  beds  by  high  water  in  the  Rosario  and 
Presidio  river  valleys  south  of  Mazatlan.    The  general  sentiment  among 
growers,  however,  indicates  that  such  a  reduction  would  be  offset  by  in- 
creases in  the  acreage  devoted  to  peppers,  peas  and  string  beans. 

The  Bahamas 

The  first  Bahama  tomatoes  to  be  shipped  to  the  New  York  market  this 
season  were  invoiced  and  shipped  on  November  19,  1928,  leaving  Nassau  for 
New  York  by  direct  steamer,  according  to  Consul  C.  G.  Broy  at  Nassau.  The 
shipment  aggregated  2,520  crates  (92,601  pounds)  with  a  total  invoice  value 
of  $8,502.    The  tomatoes  came  almost  entirely  from  the  island  of  Eleuthera 
where  the  greatest  portion  of  the  Bahama  tomato  crop  is  grown.    The  quality 
is  reported  to  be  considerably  better  than  last  season  and  present  prospects 
are  that  the  crop  may  equal  or  exceed  that  of  last  year  because  of  the 
favorable  weather  experienced  in  recent  weeks,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
the  acreage  this  year  is  considerably  smaller  than  last  year. 
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Ov      ^  FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  VEGETABLES 


PROSPECTS  FOR  THE  1928-29  VEGETABLE  SEASON  ON  MEXICO')  WEST  COAST 


All  indications  point  to  a  favorable  season  in  the  Mexican  iVest 
Coast  vegetable  industry  this  year,  accordinr-:  to  a  report  received  in  the 
Foreign  Service  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Henry 
C.  A.  Daram  at  Nogales,  Sonora,  Mexico.    No  insect  pests  have  b'en  reoorted 
and  no  areas  have  suffered  from  heavy  rains,  v'inds  or  frosts.  Southern 
Sonora  did  not  get  its  sumrier  rains  as  early  as  it  should  in  order  to  place 
the  soil  in  proper  condition  for  planting,  but  the  only,  result  will  oe  a 
slight  delay  in  the  crop,     as  far  as  c an  be  learned  at  present,  the  total 
vegetable  acreage  on  the  .Vest  Coast  this  season  will  be  about  the  same  as 
last  year,  but  no  estimates  of  the  probable  number  of  cars  to  be  shipped 
have  been  made  as  yat. 

Opening  of  the  1928-29  season 

The  shipping  season  opened  on  Novemb.  r  20,  1926  when  six  carloads 
of  fresh  vegetables  '^'ere  sent  across  the  border.     The  first  was  a  carload 
of  tomatoes,  630  boxes,  from  Ciudad  Obregon  (formerly  Ca.leme)  in  Southern 
Sonora.     It  '-as  consigned  to  Los  Angeles.     The  second  car,  with  688  boxes 
of  tomatoes,  came  from  Verdura,  Sinaloa,  and  ^'33  consigned  to  Chicago.  The 
remaining  four  cars  were  also  from  Sinaloa.     In  1927  the  first  crossing  was 
made  on  Novem.ber  19  ©nd  consisted  of  tv'O  Cars  of  tomatoes. 

Shipments  in  November,  1927  cind  1S28 

A  totpl  of  35  C'^rs,  or  832,000  pounds,  of  fresh  vegetables  were  ex- 
ported to  the  United  States  durine  .November,  1928  ^s  compared  with  33  cars, 
or  719,000  pounds,  in  November,  1927.    Tomatoes  constituted  about  95  per 
cent  of  the' shipments  and  tureen  peas  and  ^reen  peppers  itiade  up  the  balance. 
The  following  table  gives  the  shipments  in  carload  lots  and  in  pounds  for 


the  first  month  of 

the  pr? 

:s 

ent  and  the 

last  seasons. 

FRESH  VEGETABLES: 

Export  3 

from  Iv.exican    'est  Coast 

to  the 

Uni.ted  States 

Art  icles 

Jovembrr  > 

November 

1927  : 

1928  : 

r27 

1928 

Pounds 

Founds 

Cars 

Cars 

Green  peas  .   .   .  . 

699,594 
10,933 
5. 300 

777 ,558 
28 , 800 
15 J  708 

32 
1 

32 
2 
1 

Total  .   .   .  . 

718,917 

822,056 

33 

0  5 

Source:     Consul  He 

.iry  C'  'i 

Dam'n  at  -".'ot. 

ales,  Sonora, 
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Prices  ^nd  Costs 

All  shipments  of  Mexican  west  Coast  vet^etables  are  msde  on  9  consign- 
ment basis  and  for  that  reason  no  accurate  mark:--.t  price  can  be  iiiven  for 
fresh  vegetables  in  wholesale  quancities.     Broker aa,e  and  handlin,-^:  char^^es 
at  the  border  rant,ed  from  4^5.00  to  4^10,00  per  car,  and  inspection  ^4.00  to 
$5.00  per  car.    These  charg,es  depend  upon  the  amount  of  'rork  in  connection 
with  each  shipment  in  making  customs  entry.     As  a  rule  the  final  destina- 
tion of  a  car  is  not  determined  at  the  time  the  consular  invoices  are  pre- 
pared, Nog,ales,  Arizona  or  Tucson,  iirizona  fodner^^lly  bei.ne,  t^^en  as  the 
destination.     From  these  points  the  cars  are  routed  to  all  parts  of  the 
United  States. 

Reports  to  be  issued  monthly 

Consul  Henry  C.  A.  Damm  will  make  regular  monthly  reports  durin^  the 
season  to  the  Foreign  Servi.ce  of  the  Bureau  of  iU;r icultural  Economics  on 
the  quantities  of  each  of  the  vegetables  shipped,  tOe^ethfr  with  such  ^en- 
eral  information  as  may  be  available.    Practically  all  of  the  exports  of 
Mexican  'Test  Coast  vegetaoles  pass  through  Nogales  by  rail.    This  gives  the 
American  Consulate  in  Nogales  an  opportunity  to  furnish  statistics  and 
make  observations  on  general  crop  and  marketing  conditions  from  information 
gathered  through  contacts  vi-ith  shippers  and  distributors  who  have  their 
offices  in  Nogales.     Reports  will  also  be  rec3iv::;d  from  j^merican  Consuls 
at  (rXLaymas  and  k?zatlan  in  the  producing  areas. 

Usual  seasonal  activity  in  NO(^ales 

The  border  port  of  Nogales  is  assuming  its  usual  seasonal  activity, 
states  Consul  Damm.     Buyers,    shippers  and  distributors  from  different  parts 
of  the  United  States  have  opened  their  offices.     Customs  brokers  are  en- 
larging their  staff.     A  clearing  house,  composed  of  ^rowers,  shippers  and 
distributors,  known  as  the  '.Vest  Coast  Vegetable  dissociation,  ha^  been 
formed  to  assist  members  in  distributing  vegetables  in  the  United  Stgtes- 
A  conference  of  shippers  and  railv^gy  officials  was  recently  held  in  Nogales, 
to  discuss  transportation,  handling,  loading,  bracing,  refigeration  and 
ventilation  of  cars,  schedules  and  keeping  track  of  shipments  en  route. 
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FOREIGrlJ  NEWS  ON  VSuETA3LES 


VEGETABLE  SITUATION  IN  ST  ATE  OF  SONORa.  I/iEXICO 


Preliminary  estimates  of  the  vegetable  crops  in  txie  State  of  Sonera 
on  the  Mexican  West  Coast  indicate  th&t  the  exportable  surplus  of  peas  this 
year  will  oe  somewhat  lower  than  last  vear  but  that  the  exports  of  tomatoes 
may  be  somewhat  larger,  according  to  a  report  received  in  the  Foreign  Service 
of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul  Herbert  S.  Bursley  at 
G-uaymas.     The  State  of  Sonora  in  the  past  has  produced  over  90  per  cent  of 
the  peas  but  only  around  12  per  cent  of  the  tomatoes  grown  on  the  Mexican 
vVest  Coast.     It  is  now  estimated  that  a  total  of  approximately  1,700  to  1,800 
carloads  of  perishables  will  be  availa^^le  for  export  from  Sonora  this  season. 
Of  that  quantity,  tomatoes  will  constitute  from  340  to  575  carloads,  peas 
from  1,000  to  1,200  carloads  and  miscellaneous  vegetables  about  98  carloads. 

The  total  area  planted  to  peas  and  tomatoes  in  the  YaPui.,  Mayo  and 
Guaymas  river  valleys  in  the  State  of  Sonora  during  the  1928-29  season  amount 
to  16,035  acres  as  compared  '"Hh  18,624  acres  in  192^'-28.     No  acreage  figures 
are  availa^^le  for  plantings  of  other  perishable  crops,  but  these  are  relati^•e 
unimportant  and  no  material  change  is  expected.     The  decline  in  the  pea  and 
tomato  acreage  this  season  is  due  to  the  decrease  of  5,400  acres  in  plaiitings 
in  the  Mayo  Valley  as  a  result  of  the  losses  sustained  in  December,  1927, 
^hen  floods  seriousl^'  damaged  plantings.     The  area  in  the  Ya^ui  Valley,  ho'.-"- 
ever,  increased  by  3,700  acres  this  year. 

The  first  exports  of  thi.s  season's  Sonora  tomatoes  reached  Nogales 
on  November  19  snd  the  first  shipment  of  peas  on  December  6.     ^11  indi.ca- 
tions  at  present  point  to  a  very  favorable  year.     I^n  increase  of  20  p'^r  cent 
in  freight  rates  on  the  Rio  Mayo  P.ailway  may  adversely  affect  prod^icers 
along  that  line,  particularly  later  in  the  season,   states  Consul  Bursley. 

The  follo-ing  tables  give  the  areas  devoted  to  the  principal 
perishable  crops  in  the  State  of  So.iora  for  1926-27  to  1928-29  and  tne 
estimated  ex;ortable  surplus  for  1928-29. 
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Peas  and  tOTiatoes: 

Acreage  in  Sonora, 

1926-27  to 

j-voo— 

Product  and  : 

Yaqui 

iv.a.vo 

Guaymas 

'  Total 

season 

■ 

Acres 

Acres 

— 

Ac  res 

Acres 

Peas: 

1926-27   

4,7.50 

300 

-  -  - 

5,0.50 

1;"  2V-23  .... 

6,300 

6,260 

-  -  - 

12,560 

jL^oo— oy  .... 

3,7  65 

_  -  - 

11,715 

Torriatoes : 

1926-27   

«i  ,000 

o ,  iJUU 

1927-28  . .  . 

:  125 

5,880 

59 

6,064 

1928-29  . .    .  . 

:  2,150 

1,935 

235 

4.320 

Exportable  surplus  .from  Sonora  for  1928-29 


Product  and  :     Estimate  of  Southern  :  Estimate  of 

 River    Valley  :  Pacific  R.R.   of  Mexico  :  Consul     ours  ley 

:  Carloads  Carloads 

Tornat_oe_s :  : 

Yaqui    :  269  310 

Mayo    :  242  225 

Guaymas    :  ,  30  40  

Total    '  541  575 


Pens:  : 

Yaoui    :                    795  730 

M-^yo    :  376  290 

Total   •                 1,171  1,020 


Mi sec llaneous :  : 

Y-qui    :                      SO  -  -  - 

Kor;T,osillo    :          b/         15  _  -  - 

Guaymi^iS  and  i-ayo    ;          c_/         15  -  _  - 

Emp  a  li  r^e    :  7   -  -  - 

Total    •                      S8  98 


Grand  total   '  1,B10  1,593 


_a/    M.^lons  -;na  cantaloupes. 

Oran.^es. 
c/  Chiles. 
d/    Li;na  beans. 
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